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E is the coldeſt evening for 
September! exclaimed Sir George 
Maitland, rubbing his hands and draw- 
ing his chair cloſe to a blazing fire, 


Come, John, place the backgammon 
table; you beat me laſt night, Harry, 
but this evening I mean to have my re- 


venge. I have got the moſt intolerable 


head-ach, exclaimed Mr. Maitland, the 


noiſe of the dice will diſtract me. Well, 
then, (replied Sir George) we'll play 
at piquet, I can attend to nothing, 
N his brother.) Sir George 
Vox. I. „ * "aroſe, 


* 
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aroſe, walked two or three times up and 
down the room, then re-ſeating himſelf, 
and applying the poker to a fire that 
could not be rendered more glowing, 
this is the 27th of September, (ſaid he) 
we have at leaſt ſeven months of winter 
to go through, before we ſhall again 
feel the Zornfort of ſunſhine. Mr. Mait- 
land ſhivered. I ſuppoſe Lord Hair. 
land's family will ſoon leave the coun- 
try, (continued the Baronet.) Yes, (re- 
plied his brother) and the Sackvilles and 
Weſterns will quickly follow them. A 


filence of ſome minutes then enſued, 
during which the former kept his eyes 


ſteadily fixed upon the fire; and the 
latter, who was ſeated exactly oppoſite 


to it, folded his arms acroſs his boſom, 


ſtretched out his feet upon the hearth- 
one, and leaned back in his chair. At 
length, caſting his eyes upon his bro- 
ther, I have been- thinking, Harry, 
(crie* Ya Heorge) that in err to paſs 

the 
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the winter more agreeably—Wilſon 
grows old, (continued he) raiſing him» 
ſelf in his ſeat, and leaning with his 
hands upon his knees, ſhe does not ma- 
nage the houſe as ſhe uſed to do, We 
have nothing in order, nothing at its 
proper time—in ſhort, I have. been 
thinking—that it will be proper to en- 
quire for a new houſe-keeper (ſaid Mr. 
Maitland.) Why, yes, (replied the 
| Baronet) but in order wholly to rid our- 
ſelves of domeſtic trouble, to inſure re- 
gularity, and add alittle ſociability and 
chearfulneſs to our long winter even- 
ings, I have been thinking that it would 
not be amiſs if one of us was to reſolve 
to marry, Wo 
Marry! exclaimed Mr. Maitland, 
ſtarting from his reclining poſture, - 
can you ſeriouſly think of it? Why 
not? (anſwered Sir George) is our pre- 
ſent ſituation ſo very deſirable, fo per- 
| fectly happy, that we ſhould ſtart at the 
idea of change? for my own part, I 
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only wiſh that my. ſentiments had up- 
on this ſubje& been twenty years back 
exactly what they now are, I might then 
have engaged the early affections of 
ſome amiable woman, and at this mo- 
ment have had my fire ſurrounded by a 
lively beautiful group of ſmiling faces, 
whoſe innocence and chearfulneſs would 
have prolonged my youth, and gilded 
the froſty ſeaſon of age with the pleaſ- 
ing reflection of having paſſed life in a 
ſtate of honour and uſefulneſs, and leav- 
ing to future generations, a virtuous 
race of citizens. 

But how are you ſure (anſwered Mr. 
Maitland) that your wife would have 
been amiable, or your children beauti— 
ful and virtuous ? For one inſtance of 

family honour and felicity, does not 
modern life preſent us with a thouſand 

of folly, diſcord and ruin? And from 
whence does this evil originate, (replied 

the Baronet) but in the improper ob- 
_ jets 
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jects of choice which uſually fix matri- 
monial determinations? By what are 
young men generally led to ſelect the 
' companions of their future years? Too 
often it happens, that their own diſſipa- 
tion and extravagance, or that of their 
fathers, obliges them to chuſe only as 
pecuniary convenience or neceſſity di- 
re&s, and to prefer deformity and ig- 
norance to elegance and information; bur 
where this is not the caſe, where fortune 
and ſituation in life ſeem to impower a 
young man wholly to be guided by 

judgment and affection, does not the 
mere features and complexion, the idle 
ambition of family connections, or the 
mean deſire of adding thouſand to thou- 
ſand, more generally influence his choice 
than. thoſe accompliſhments; and that 
temper and diſpoſition of mind and un- 
derſtanding, upon which laſting happi- 
neſs can only be founded? And yer: 
(anſwered Mr, Maitland) there never 

| | B. 3 _ 
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was ſuch a fuſs made about accompliſh- 
ments and education as at preſent. But 
of what kind are theſe accompliſhments 


and this education? (replied Sir George) 


a light knowledge of bad French and 
worſe Italian; a little real and a great 
deal of pretended acquaintance with 


muſic, taſte in dreſs, a familiarity with 
the eſtabliſhed modes, and new innova- 
tions of etiquet, and the power of 
dancing a graceful minuet, Men, when 
they chuſe ſuch wives, forget that the 


whole of life cannot be paſſed at the 
toilet or harpſichord, in the opera-houſe 


or drawing-room ; and that, in ſpite of 
modern diſſipation, there are hours ot 


domeſtic life in which ſenſe and ſenti- 
ment would be more pleaſing than dul- 


neſs or flippancy; that the pretty igno- 
rance at which they ſmile in a miſtreſs, 


will diſguſt in a wife; and that a few Z 


years muſt unavoidably bring on that 


ſeaſon, when chearfulneſs and informa- 
5 „ 5 


e 
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tion ſhould ſupply the abſence of juve- 


nile pleaſures, and airs give place to vir- 


tues. But is not the education of the 
men (cried Mr. Maitland) as defective 
as that of the women? They may indeed 
. poſſeſs a little more general knowledge, 


but for the diſpoſitions of the heart and 


temper, what preceptor thinks them 


worth the pains of cultivation? They 
are not neceſſary to the formation of the 


ſtateſman or man of faſhion: And is 


it then matter of rational ſurpriſe, that 


men ſhould neglect perfections in others, 
of which their own characters are wholly 


devoid ? or that women ſhould rather 
wiſh to poſſeſs that falſe glitter of mo- 
dern accompliſhment which is eaſily at- 
tained, and attracts the admiration of 
every ſuperficial gazer, than thoſe men- 
tal excellences, in the perfect acquire-- 


ment of which every power of the ſoul- 


is called forth, and which are only calcu- 
lated to engage attention and regard 
1 B 4 from 


j : 
f ö 
"= 


;* "vi. pin — CO Og i * s , 1 — —— 
4 * 2 * 4 — 5% 4 2 4 
* 
% 


_ — 
©" 8 rr ee 1 1 p 
+ 


* 


8 g HENRY AND 18451114 - 


from the judicious and diſcerning few, 
It is my opinion, that were there ſuch 


a being as a perfectly amiable, ſenſible, 
and well informed woman in the world, 


ſhe would be wholly mnt. by the 
modern men. 


There is (replied Sir Sasse T fine 


too much of truth in your obſervation. 


But notwithſtanding the general depra- 


vity of manners which unhappily con- 
| ſtitutes what is denominated faſhionable 
life, Lam convinced that a rational man, 


who can diveſt himſelf of. avarice and 


vanity, may at any time meet with a 
woman, whoſe principles, underſtand- 


ing and temper will, if he 1s, fortunate 


.encugh to gain her affections, inſure 
his domeſtic felicity. Nay, that there 
are choice of ſuch women, and that pro- 


vided he does not labour under ſome 
very ſingular imperfections of nature, 
it is his own fault if he is not happy in 
pins. 
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If that is your real opinion, (anſwer- 
ed Mr. Maitland) I would by all means 
adviſe you to make the experiment, and 

from the confidence with which you aſ- 
ſert it, I am led to hope, that you know 
ſome particular example of the excel- 
lencies you repreſent as ſo common and 

certainly to be obtained. For my own 
part, the ſociety of ſuch a ſiſter would 
be highly agreeable ro me, and is, I 
think, all we want to render our hves 
perfectly comfortable. I therefore give 
my voice for making the acquiſition as 
ſoon as poſſible. 3 

I ou are right (returned the Baronet) 
in believing that I am acquainted with 

a lady, who in her manners and diſpo- 
ſition, exemplifies the perfections I have 
aſſerted to exiſt in ſo many.. But it is- 
not at preſent my intention to avail my- 
ſelf of this knowledge, further than as 

my happineſs is connected with yours. 

1 There are many reaſons which e 

B 4 me 
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me to wiſh you to marry rather than 
myſelf. In the firſt place, your temper 
is more even, lefs ſubject to be led away 
by whim and caprice, or diſcompoſed 
by trifles than mine. Were I to marry, 
it is a thouſand to one but I ſhould 
make the very choice I have juſt been 
blaming, for it hath ever been my for- 
tune to adviſe with more prudence-than 
1 act. In the ſecond place, your per- 
fon ts conſiderably handſomer than mine, 
an article of no ſmall importance to 
4 a man, who would render himſelf agree- 
| . able to a young woman after the meri- 
I dian of life is paſſed. Thirdly, yo 
have no title, the participation of which 
might lead to new ideas, objects, and 
defires in the mind of a young perſon 
unaccuſtomed to the intoxicating ſound 
of your Ladyſhip. And, laſtly, you are 
younger than me by at leaſt five years, 
which gives a much better proſpect of 
your marriage being crowned by that 
„ 12 5 firſt 
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HENRY AND ISABELLA, 11 
firſt of bleſſings, children. For all theſe 
reaſons, againſt which I know nothing 
that can form a counter-balance, Iwould 
ſtrongly recommend my plan to your 
ſerious conſideration, nor ſhall any thing 
my advice or fortune can do, be want- 
ing to its immediate and effectual exe- 

cution. 
Thank you, my good friend, (re- 
plied Mr. Maitland, ſmiling) and as a 
firſt and neceſſary article, you muſt 
point out the lady who is miſtreſs of ſo 
many rare qualities; for as yet I muſt 
acknowledge, ſhe is to me a perfect 
ſtranger.—Or rather, like the modern 
men you lately affected to blame, (an- 
ſwered the Baronet) you have over- 
looked both her and them, had not 
your attention been more attracted by 
folly than wiſdom, by noiſe and preten- 
ſion, than by elegance and modeſty, 
the pleaſing and valuable qualities of 
B * 1 
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Miſs Burnet could not have eſcaped 


Miſs Burnet | ee Mr. Mait- 
land) is it poſſible that ſhe can be the 


perſon you view in ſo favourable, ſa 


exalted alight! Yes, (replied Sir George) 
I think ag one of the moſt ſenſible and 
well-informed young women in Eng- 
land. Her perſon is agreeable, though 
not ſtriking; her manners not calculated 


to faſcinate at the moment of introduc- 


tion, but to charm and fix the judicious 
and accurate obſerver; her underſtand- 
ing is clear, her temper ſweet, and her 


ſentiments ſuch as ſpeak a calm, culti- 
vated, and virtuous mind. Such i is the 


woman 1 would recommend as a wife 


to my friend, and Tuch, if I do not 


greatly miſtake, is Miſs Burnet; but if 
there is any other of whom you think 
more favourably, w with whom you be- 
lieve you can live more happily, I pre- 
tend not to the right. of chuſing ; nay, 

1 would 
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I would not even influence your choice; 
_ oblige me only by conſenting to make 
one viſit to our worthy friend Mr, Bur- 


net, with a profeſſed deſign of obſerv- 


ing the manners, perſon, and apparent 
diſpoſition of his daughter; if upon a 

fair and accurate eſtimation: of her me- 
kits, you ſtill continue to claſs them in 


the common rank, I have done with 


perſuaſion; thoſe are not the ſentiments 


with which an honeſt man ought to 
marry; if you cannot find a woman 


= who, taking her mind and perſon, you 


can, upon the whole, think equal, if 
not ſuperior to any of her ſex, you have 
no right to, impoſe upon her by propo- 
ſals which imply a degree of attachment 
you do not experience, and the want of 


which, if ſhe has that ſenſibility with= 
out which-no woman can be amiable, 


ſhe muſt hereafter ſeverely. feel. I do 


not believe Miſs Burnet to be at all ro- 
mantic, but I am confident, that ſhe 


has 


& „ 
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has too much of that delicacy and dig- 


nity of mind, which reſults from con- 
ſeious worthineſs, to accept your ad- 
dreſſes; did ſhe know that argument 
and perſuaſion had been uſed to induce 


you to offer them. I proteſt (exclaim- 
ed Mr. Maitland) I have taken fo little 
particular notice of Miſs Burnet, that I 


am quite at a loſs to conceive upon what 


your high opinion of her- is founded. 
I have always thought, that is, when [ 


2 chought of her at all, that ſhe was a 
very good kind of modeſt young wo- 
man, very attentive to her father, kind 


to her younger brothers and ſiſters, and 
well ſkilled in the regulation of domef. 
tic ceconomy ; but as for her conver- 
- ſation, I do not remember ever to have 


ſpoken to her for five minutes at a 
time in my life, nor did I ſuſpect her of 


poſſeſſing any talents or excellencies be- 


vyond thoſe I have already enumerated, 
And thoſe you have enumerated (replied 


Sir 


1 


1 
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Sir George) are of the moſt valuable 


kind, and imply the poſſeſſion of every 


virtue. What have you not to hope 
from ſuch a wife? Conſtancy, tender- 


"neſs, regularity, and domeſtic peace, 


are certainly your own; and when to 
theſe is added, what I affirm Miſs Bur- 
net to be poſſeſſed of, a clear and cul- 
tivated underſtanding: what can any 
rational man of rey re wiſh for more! 
Mr. Maitland pauſed for a moment, 
then ſuddenly riſing from his chair, and 
ſhaking the Baronet affectionately by 
the hand, Well, brother, (ſaid he) 1 
will follow your advice; if you have 
no other engagement, we will to-mor- 


row dine at Burnet Lodge, and at-our 
return I will tell you how far I am in- 
clined to execute the friendly plan you 


have laid down. That (replied Sir 
George) is all I defire. We will ao 


early, that you may have the more lei- 


ſure for inveſtigation, and if the next 
| — day 
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day it is not your own wiſh to purſue 
the affair, you ſhall no more hear of it 
from me. 


* 


CHAPTER II. 
THE con TR AST.. 


HE following morning, both con- 
tinuing in the fame Guilty? im 


＋ 


| which they had been the evening before; 
after a pleaſant ride of little more than 
four miles, Sir George and Mr, Mait- 
land alighted at Burnet Lodge. It was 
| a reſpectable old ſeat, the appearance 
| of which neither proclaimed the taſte 
| and opulence, or the folly and extrava- 1 
| gance of its poſſeſſor. The gardens 
were laid out in the ſtile ſo much q 
| admired fifry years back, when length 1 


and 
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3 
x 
7 


HENRY. AND. ISABELLA. FE 


b 10 breadth, regular uniformity and the 


ſtraight line were the criterions of taſte 


and beauty. No alteration had taken 


place during that ſpace of time, except 


that the wilderneſs, as a ſmall labyrinth 


which occupied one corner of the plea- 
ſure grounds was called, had been clear- 
ed away in order to enlarge the kitchen 
garden, which was one of the beſt and 
moſt forward in the whole neighbour- 
hood. The inſide of the houſe was 
exactly what its external appearance 


3X would induce a ſtranger to expect; the 
rooms were rather large than conveni- 


ent, and would have been very cold 
had not the floors been well carpeted, 
the doors liſted, and two large folding 
ſcreens expanded to keep off the air, 
which, in ſpite of good leading, iſſued 


through two high caſement windows, 


which, from their ſituation, the ſmall- 
neſs of the panes, and the quantity of 
woodwork they contained, one would 
have 


18 
have judged rather to have been in- 
tended as ventilators to the room than 
for the admiſſion of light. 
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cleanneſs and order of every thing, and 
an excellent fire, that | blazed in the 
Fgrate, greatly contributed. 

_ © Upon their entrance they found Mr. 
Burnet reading aloud to his two eldeſt 


daughters, who were ſeated at work. 
At a ſmall diftance ſat a boy of about 
_ fourteen, writing a Latin exercife, wholly 7? 


undiſturbed by any thing that paſſed in 
the room; and upon the carpet were 


two children, a boy and girl, playing 


with ſome flowers, which. they were 
binding up into noſegays, in a manner 
fo quiet and inoffenfive as not in the 

ſmalleſt 


The furni- 
ture was old, and ſuch as had once been 
eſteemed valuable; and where time had 
begun to make depredations upon its 
texture it had been carefully and neatly 7 
fepaired, ſo as to have upon the whole 
a comfortable appearance, to which the 7 
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ſmalleſt degree to interrupt the employ- 


ments of others. 
This kind of family ſcene had often 


preſented itſelf to the eyes of Mr. Mait- 


land, at Burnet Lodge, but had hitherto 
paſſed with little obſervation. There 
were ſo many young ladies in the neigh- | 
bourhood of Woodburn Manor more 
beautiful apd infinitely more accom- 
pliſhed than Miſs Burnet, that ſhe was 
among the laſt upon whom he would 
have beſtowed a thought of admiration ; 
with more he did not believe it was in 
the power of any woman to inſpire him, 
She ſpoke her native language with 
eaſe, grace, and propriety; but ſhe 
ſpoke little, and was wholly ignorant 
of any other: ſhe was very fond of 
muſic, and had a ſweet natural voice, 
which a friend of her father's, who was 
{ſkilled in that delightful art, had taken 
ſome pains to cultivate ; but ſhe per- 
formed upon no inſtrument, and was. 

unacquainted 
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unacquainted with thoſe faſhionable 
terms and diſtinctions which often give 
to ſelf- ſatisfied affectation the appear- 
ance of critical knowledge. Her ac- 
quaintance with books, and by their 
means with things in general, was ex- 
tenſive, but be took pains to conceal 
rather than diſplay this advantage; and 
as her attention to her father, the care 
ſhe took of her brothers and ſiſters, the 
regular and comfortable economy of 
her family, and her kindneſs to the 
neighbouring poor, made no part of 
her own converſation, they were little 
noticed by others; and ſhe, whom Sir 
George Maitland had diſcovered to be 
one of the moſt ſenſible and beſt in- 
formed young women in the kingdom, 
was by common obſervers reckoned a 
very good girl; to which eulogium was 
generally added, it is a pity her father 
has not given her. a better education. 
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The firſt ceremonial compliments 
being paſſed, Sir George told his old 
friend he would take a walk in his gar- 
den; adding, my gardener is negli- 
gent, you are a fortnight before me in 
every thing. That (replied Mr. Bur- 


net) is rather owing to the goodneſs 3 


my ſituation than the negligence of 


X your ſervant. You have opened too 


much to the weſt. So ſaying, they 
took their way to the garden of which 
Mr. Burnet, who directed the manage- 
ment of it intirely himſelf, was extreme- 
ly fond, and was ſo much pleaſed with 
the more than common attention paid. 
to his improvements (ſo he ſtyled the 
lay ing out of his cauliflower and aſ; para- 
aus beds) by Sir George, that the ſound 
of the dinner bell ſurprized him before 
be thought they had been out an hour. 
He kindly invited his neighbour to ſtay 
and partake of his family dinner, to 
which the baronet readily conſenting, 
; they 
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they walked towards the houſe, where 
they found Mr. Maitland till chatting 


with the young ladies ; and his brother, 


who, upon every occaſion, valued him- 
ſelf upon the ſtrength and quickneſs of 
his penetration, with no ſmall pleaſure 
obſerved a ſatisſaction diffuſed over his 


countenance, which ſeemed to promiſe 


the perfect completion of his wiſhes. 
The dinner, which conſiſted of only 


two diſhes, and a pudding, was ſerved | 
with a neatneſs, comfort, and regularity 


often wanting at more luxurious tables : 
during its continuance, and after its 


removal, Sir George addreſſed much of 
his converſation to Miſs Burnet, en- 


deavouring, in ſpite of her natural dif- 


fidence, to draw forth that knowledge, 


and thoſe juſt and natural ſentiments 


which he ſo much admired. She was 
uncommonly chearful and unreſerved, 
to which the ſmallneſs of the party, the 
eaſy friendline of the viſit, and the 
long 
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1 Hanks converſation the had had with Mr. 
"XZ Maicland, in the morning, greatly con- 
3 | tributed ; and when ſhe aroſe, and with 
A much grace and ſweetneſs withdrew, 
attended by the young family, one of 
1 whom took hold of her hand, while a 
*X ſecond ran to open the door, and a third 
1 1 © playfully held up her train, he caſt 
# h upon his brother a look of confident 
1 triumph, which was returned by one of 
XZ much pleaſure and ſatisfaction. 
4 4 In leſs than an hour after the younger 
4 part of the family had withdrawn, Sir 
George and his brother took their leave: 
they were ſcarce got out of the court- 
4 yard when the former turning half 
3 f round upon his horſe, ſaid, Well, Harry, 
what is your opinion of the amiable 
eirl we have juſt parted with? I think 
her (replied Mr. Maitland) what you 
have ſtyled her, truly amiable; and 
am aſtoniſhed how I can have known 
L her ſo Jorg v diſcoyering her 
1 meri ts, 


2 
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affair (replied Sir George?) Certainly, 


to live with me in a manner agreeable 


pany but ſuch as this neighbourhood BM 
* affords, with none of whom ſhe is at all 
intimate; nor were ſhe, do I knuõW 
any of our eſquires likely to make a 


a girl as Miſs Burnet. Add to this, that 
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merits, and feeling her attractions. 
You are then willing to proceed in the 


(anſwered his brother) if her affections 
are diſengaged, and I can obtain ſuch 
an intereſt in them as will enable her 


to herſelf, I ſhall think this day, and 
that which ſecures her to me, the moſt — 
fortunate of my life. 2 WM 

It is very well (anſwered the Baronet,) 
I have little doubt of her affections be- 
ing wholly free; he has ſeen no com- # 


deep impreſſion upon the heart of ſuch | 


her attention has, ſince the death of her WM 
mother which 1 * now hear five * ears, 9 
been much ingroſſed by the care of her Y 
father's family, and the management of 


1 5 
n 
LR 


HENRY A ND 1$ABELLA, 25 


9 | the youn ger children, both of which 
| have been intirely left to her, Mr. Bur- 
ö net's whole delight centering in his 
books and garden. There is nothing 
(continued Sir George) which defends 
the heart from the intruſion of danger- | 
© .ous ideas like conſtant and uſeful em- 
ployment; and this, together with the 
3 ſolidity of her natural -undebftacdiog, 
L | cultivated by a train of ſtudy, and the 
X acquiſition of knowledge, calculated to 
1 $ | baniſh romantic and ill grounded im- 
preſſions, has, I doubt not, preſerved 
2X her's from thoſe idle whims and fancied 
1 FX uneaſinefſes which common minds ex- 
, FF perience. You think then (ſaid Mr. 
«| Maitland) that ſhe is too reaſonable to 

4 love. Not ſo (anſwered Sir George;) 
the dutiful attention ſhe pays to her 
father, and the tenderneſs" with which 
ſhe treats her brothers and ſiſters, prove 
her to be poſſeſſed of real ſenſibility ;; 
YH and the clearer and more „ 
1 Vor. 1 C her 


1 
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her underſtanding is, the more likely 
will ſhe be to return the affection of a 


ſenſible and worthy huſband. I am of 
your opinion (replied Mr. Maitland,) 
and ſo anxious do I feel to know her 


ſentiments upon my intended propoſal, 


that I wiſh I had taken the opportunity 


which this morning afforded me of mak- 
ing it. Hold, hold, (cried the Baronet) 
it is an affair of too much confequence 
to be hurried on ſo faſt; thete are more 


Families in the neighbourhood who 


would probably receive the propoſal of 
ſuch an alliance with pleaſure. Miſs 


Weſtern is handſome and accompliſhed, 


and her father's eſtate too much de- 


ranged not to render fuch a marriage 


for his daughter highly acceptable. 


Suppoſe we finiſh the day with them, it 


will give us an opportunity of compar- 
ing the characters of the young ladies; 
every thing ſhould be done, in an affair 


like this,” to preclude doture regret. 1 
5 feel 


3 
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feel very little fear of that (anſwered 
Mr. Maitland ;) however, if you wiſh 
to paſs the evening at Calford, I have 
NO objection ; but 1 heartily wiſh Miſs 
Burnet was ſufficiently intereſted in my 
affections to rejoice in her perfect 
ſecurity of not meeting a rival either in 
the face or accompliſhments of Miſs 
Weſtern. * 
= Aride of little more than an hour 
brought them to Calford, where they 
arrived as the clock ſtruck ſeven, and 
Joined the ladies who were juſt retired 
from the dining parlour, and were 
ſtanding in a little group round the 
drawing- room fire. The company con- 
ſiſted of Mrs. Weſtern and her daughter; 
the former a faſhionable woman of forty, 
= who was ſtil] handſome, and continued 
4 | to purſue, with an increaſed ardor and 
= fondneſs, thoſe follies which had charm- 
ed her at fourteen ; for the enjoyment © 
of which her mind had been formed, 

C2: and 
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ing. She had married young with no 
other preference for her huſband than 


eſtate, and offering her a better jointure if 
than any other of her admirers; ſince 


of life which other people of faſhion 
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and which it was alone capable of taſt· 
what aroſe from his having a larger 


which time ſhe had led exactly the kind 


lead. Her daughter was a fine tall girl 
of eighteen; to deſcribe her in few 
words, exactly what her mother was at 
eighteen, and likely equally to reſemble 
her at forty. = 
The principal. figures in the room, $ 
except Mrs, and Miſs Weſtern, were 1 
Lady Harland, who was ſiſter to the a i 
former, and her very counterpart; and 
her three daughters, two of whom were 
very plain in their perſons, but al- A | 
together as vain, and fond of dreſs and 
pleaſure as their eldeſt ſiſter, who was 
accounted remarkably handſome. To 
theſe was added Miſs Henly, a middle 
V aged, 


\ 
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aged, plain, affected woman, who had, 
during the laſt five years, been retained 
in the family as governeſs to Miſs 
ZW Weſtern. The accompliſhments ſhe 
poſſeſſed were ſpeaking French, and 
playing the game of whiſt remarkably 
well; in both of which ſhe was expected 
to inſtruct her pupil, and by the latter 
rendered a neceſſary perſon in all even- 
ing parties, a card table being the con- 
& ſtant means of paſſing thoſe dull hours, 
which,. in the country, would, withour 
ſuch a reſource,. be inſupportably tedi- 
' IF 01s: the likewiſe poſſeſſed, to an un- 
common degree of perfection, the uſeful: 
arts of flattery and inſinuation, by which 
BZ the was become a general favourite in 
the neighbourhood, had conſiderable 
WF influence over both Mr. and Mrs. 
9 Weſtern, and intirely poſſeſſed the con- 
f idence and affection of her pupil, whoſe 
i vanity ſhe conſtantly fed, and by her 
"= ' example and encouragement ſtrengthen- 
Comer =. 
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ed every folly and improper diſpoſition 


which it was her duty as a TIN" to 


ſuppreſs and correct. 
Such was the party to whom Sir 


George and Mr. Maitland were in- 


troduced upon their arrival at Calford, 
the name of Mr. Weftern's ſeat. The 
moment the drawing-room door was 


opened, and their names announced, 


Mrs. Weſtern ſtepped forward to receive 


them. Sir George (ſaid ſhe) this is 
very good and kind; I hope you are 


well, Mr. Maitland, (addreſſing the lat- 
ter.) To this civility the gentlemen 


returned low bows, and the ſame com- MF 


pliments being paid to the reſt of the 


company, were received in the faſhion- 


able ſtyle of courteſy, Your ladyſhip, I 


find, is preparing to leave us (ſaid Sir 
George, taking his' ſeat next to Lady 
_ Harland) is it not full early in the ſea- 3 


ſon for London? Oh, quite ſo, (re- 
* her ladyſhip) but we ſhall ſpend a 
couple 
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couple of months at Bath before _ ge 


to town. How I ſhall envy you! (ex- 
claimed Miſs Weſtern, addreſſing one 


of her couſins.) I am not fond of Bath 


(replied the young lady ;) there is a mix- 
ture of company, and a ſameneſs in the 
amufement, which is extremely diſ- 
agreeable, Indeed, I think, ſome eligi- 
ble place is much wanting in which to 
paſs the autumn. I wiſh Lord Harland 
would indulge us with ſpending a few- 
months in Paris. Suppaſe (cried Mrs. 


| Weſtern) you were condemned to re- 


main in the country till January, as we- 
are? Mr. Weſtern would not ftir from 


Calford till the holidays, as he calls 


them, are over, though he ſaw me and 


Julia expiring with vapours. Indeed, 


(cried Miſs Weſtern) it is little better 


than expiring; he may as well bury us 
alive at once. After next month there 


is not a ſingle creature left in the whole 
country, You forget (replied Lady 
GS Har- 
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Harland) that Sir George Maitland 
never leaves it during the winter. And 
the family at Burnet Lodge are like- 
wiſe ſtationary (ſaid the Baronet.) I 
hope (cried Miſs Harland) you don't 
call them company. F thought (ſaid 
Mr. Maitland) that Miſs Burner had 
been reckoned ſenſible. So ſhe is (an- 
ſwered Mrs. Weſtern} a very agreeable 
good kind of young perſon. She may 
be very good for aught I know (ſaid 
Miſs Weſtern,) but for her agreeable- 


neſs I muſt acknowledge I never could 


_ diſcover it; nor has ſhe much of the 


youth my aunt mentions. to boaſt oß 


(cries Miſs Jane Harland.) T- don't 
believe ſhe can be much. ſhort of thirty. 
About ſix. and twenty, I fancy, (ſaid 
Lady Harland ;) but ſhe is a very well 
diſpoſed girl, and had her education 
been properly attended to, might have 
made a pleaſing character in life. Oh, 
her education has deen quite good 

5 enough 
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cal out-of-the-way father; 
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do lead (replied Miſs Weſtern ;) ſhe 
# Knows enough to read, do plain work: 


for the children, make puddings, and 
play at backgammon with her whimſi- 
but as a 
companion ſhe is ſhocking (exclaimed 
Miſs Harland;) playing at backgam- 
mon is indeed her only accompliſhment, 
for as to cards ſhe ſcarce knows an ace 
from a knave. Then how ill ſhe - 


dances! (cries Miſs Weſtern ;). and as 


to muſic and the languages (rejoined - 


Miſs Harland) ſhe is perfectly ignorant 


of -them. There are ſo many very ac- - 


= compliſhed young ladies in this neigh- 
= bourhood (ſaid Miſs Henly, half bow- - 


ing to thoſe. preſent) that poor -Miſs - 
Burnet appears to a ſad diſadvantage ; - 
bur I really think with Lady Harland, 


that had ſhe received the benefit of 
1 . inſtructions, ſhe might have 
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made at leaſt a decent, though perkupt 


Was ſaid upon the different characters 


not a ſhining figure. 
This elegant converſation was put a 
ſtop to by the entrance of Lord Har- 


land, Mr. Weſtern, and two or three 


more neighbouring gentlemen. After 
the uſual ſalutations among the men, 
card-rables were placed, and the re- 
mainder of the evening was ſpent in a 
manner that rendered it impoſſible to 
be diſtingviſhed from the general num- 
ber of thoſe already paſfed, except by 
the names of the perſons preſent; a 
card- table, in a certain circle, always 
exciting the fame manners, deſires, and 


ideas, let who will be ſeated round it. 


About ten o'clock Sir George and 


Mr. Maitland, after declining a preſſing 


invitation to ſtay ſupper, once more 
mounted their horſes, and by the light 


of a fine unclouded moon road gently 
towards Woodburn. On the way much 
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and manners of Miſs Burnet and the 

young ladies they had juſt quitted ; 

which ended in Mr. Maitland's expreſ= 
ſing the ſtrongeſt wiſhes that he might 
be able to render his addreſſes agree- 

able to the former, and in aſſurances 

from Sir George that nothing on his 
part ſhould be wanting to facilitate their 
union. 8 


% 


36 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


CHAPTER II. 


THE PLAN COMPLETED. 


6 8 T breakfaſt the next morning Mr. 


n A. Maitland renewed his intreaties, 
that no time might be loſt in conclud- 
ing an affair, upon the event of which 
ſo much of both their happineſs de- 
pended; and the Baronet, who was lit- 
tle leſs intereſted and anxious for its 
ſucceſs than his brother, readily agreed 
to reviſit Burnet Lodge that very day, 
and offer ſuch terms and propoſals as 
he doubted not would be highly agree- 
able to his old friend, and he truſted 
* not otherwiſe to his amiable daughter. 
It was agreed that Mr. Maitland ſhould 
ſpend the morning, as he had done the 
preceding one, in converſation with the 
young ladies, without addreſſing any 
* to his intended miſtreſs, which 
| * 
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might lead directly to an explanation of 
his intentions, while Sir George, in a 
private conference with her father, 
ſhould declare them in full; that they 
ſhould not ſtay to dinner, but leave 
them at liberty ro conſult upon the 
propoſals that ſnould be offered them; 
and that the following morning a poſi- 
tive anſwer ſhould be required. 
This plan was regularly executed: 


Mr. Maitland, during his converſation 


with Miſs Burnet, did every thing but 
declare himſelf her lover; and from the 
complacency with which ſhe. received 


his little attentions and compliments, 


flattered himſelf that ſuch a declaration 
would not be diſagreeable to her. As 
for Sir George, his propoſals were re- 


= ceived by her father with the moſt per- 


fect ſatisfaction and gratitude. The 
old gentleman aſſured him that, to the 
beſt of his knowledge, the affections of 
his daughter were wholly diſengaged ; 


that 
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10 that he was certain both himſelf and 
Mr. Maitland poſſeſſed her higheſt 
| ul _ eſteem, and that he had no doubts of 
1 her receiving the propoſal, with which 
they now honoured her, with every pro- 
9 per teſtimony of gratitude and pleaſure. 
11 In caſe this ſhould happen, Sir George e 
informed his old friend that the fortune 
Mr. Maitland had received from his 
father was twenty thouſand pounds, 
' which ſum he ſtill poſſeſſed, neither i in- 
creafed nor diminiſhed; to this he pro- 
| poſed to add twelve hundred pounds a i 
year, which ſhould be ſettled as a join- 
ture upon the future Mrs. Maitland, 
and deſcend to her eldeſt ſon, as his 
brother's fortune ſhould in equal divi- 7 
Hons to any younger children with which 
heaven might bleſs him. He added, 3 
that as he had not himſelf the ſmalleſt 
intention of marrying, his brother had 
every right to look forward to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of his whole — which, ex- 
dcluſive 
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HENRY AND ISABELLA, 39 
Auſive of what he meant to reſign to 
9 him upon his marr jage, amounted to 
2M more than lixceeti thouſand pounty's a 

Lyer. 
| Sucha proſpect for a beloved e 
could not but be highly fartering to 

Mr. Burnet, the largeneſs of whoſe 
family rendered it impoſſible, out of an 
income of little more than ſeven hundred 
pounds a year, to provide for them in 
the manner he could have wiſhed. 
with the utmoſt ceconomy, which his 
accuſtomary habits of living would per- 
mit him to make uſe of, he could not 
1 | hope to give his younger children, who 
vere five in number, more than two 
thouſand pounds each, and with ſuch a 
2 ſum, the manners and diſpoſitions of 
the age conſidered, they had little pro- 
ſpect of receiving ſuch advantageous 
X propoſals as were now offered to his 
eldeſt daughter's MM Hot 
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The brothers, after their return home, 
ſpent the remainder of the day in plan- 
ning various ſchemes, which they pro- 
poſed to execute, ſhould their preſent 


hope be realized. The whole ceremo- 
nial of the marriage was laid down, 


their future manner of living regulated, 
and before the concluſion of the even- 


ing, Sir George had educated half a F 

dozen ſons and daughters for his bro- 
ther, in a manner altogether new, and 9 
infinitely preferable to the modern mode, | 
and had placed them in various ſituati- 


1 


ons of life, wherein he had before re- 


ſpectively qualified them to ſhine and 
add luſtre to the antient family from 


which they were to deſcend. 


Amuſed by ſuch pleaſant and inter- 1 
eſting ideas, the hours paſſed quickly 4 . 
away, and it was midnight before they 
thought of retiring to reſt. This did 


not, however, prevent Mr. Maitland 


from rifing a full hour before his accuſ- ll 
: tomed ly 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 41 


þ | romed one, which was nine, and after 
4 dreſſing with more than ordinary care, 
he mounted his horſe, and was at the 
lodge by Mr. er uſual time of 
a breakfaſt. 
The extreme ſatisfaction wich which 
he was received by the father, and the 
| unaffefted complacency and chearful- 
neſs of the daughter, were to the lover, 
for ſuch Mr. Maitland was now really 
become, the moſt agreeable prognoſtics 
of ſucceſs, nor were his hopes deceived; 
his addrefles were accepted with that 
| modeſt openneſs which beſpeaks true 
= delicacy and underſtanding, and from 
this day a part of every ſucceeding one 
was ſpent by him, and often by Sir 
George, at Burnet Lodge, till the ar- 
rival of that upon which (ſettlements 
and all preparations being completed) 
the marriage was celebrated to the en- 
tire ſatisfaction of all the parties inter- 
eſted, and the utter amazement of the 
. whole 


2 » 
— 83 .& £ 
. * 
> > of wow : * L N - Yy 
1 1 q * 4 2 A * 5 1 pa. 6 A < . 
ial I OB." MEE. „ s "5 * 5 n = b we,” ws K 2 > $4 W 2 —"— 
8 r "= i de, 7 £ 2 WS. s © 1 KA N " * 1 r " nh 2 : 8 8 — p 3 1 
„ IE EIS IRRTES: IF N 8 „ ee F 8 3j22ͤ ] ĩâ;]:7 xxx ß Or lee e 2X. $4 Sd. | LIPS th N e * 50 , 
NS n+ EL WO. . Wes IT 4 N „ OS 20 0 DAI IR C5 OS e N 2 „ e ee n 8 JJ ESE S PP ng; Fi & F 3 : — MOEN» 
E rd 8 2 2 8 r r - n WS: 7 N 8 I F r e 5 x 1 „ . 25 - 7 n , a 
Ol dS, = EE n n 5 2 N 8 bot? n Os OX 3 Ss E 2 2 ” — ; A "24 
"Ds. s 2 > n NARS p „ ORR SI. n . * = £4 < W 
ir 5 e AG 13 PWW OC, ene 3 2 
7 . Nee n Dr 8 «4a 
2 us, eh Koo 45 a LORE oy rr "CR 
5 . 1 A 222 ©1005 ORE 
, ot ; => wh F e 


"EM 1 I 
n 
he * * HSE bay 2 N a LS . I 3 Feſt Dar 85 7 wore EI 2 ( - x . d: £ * 0 
2 VEN 8 T To I Tae Le Og ee A OE SINE TUE ION EC / ID LOI 22 . n x 3; 2 — neg 4 8 1 ; . We 8 5 
0 N po Sa EO ES ev, oh 838 Oe 4 a 5s Tot Pa * 3 o r 22 e A RA 2 2 VG 155 n 8 Ne r 05 * FR Oe, 2 LOT 2 IF Fo. B60! EAT dt Leg” 8 8 . 
>. 8 , .  - 4 nes N ene „er e p 7 . NT 59 6 te A RET. IEA NG Pc 2 oa BA gets oy) FOE p r 5 0 PPP — 
| - ee Ende” ke * e a £ 3 828 88 . 5 JJC ( 3 3 22 COLETTE EG OF os gr a9 3 = 


FTC 
F S 2 . 
wad EEE As 


8 38 
. 


r 
25 5 5 2. 
BYE hd ; 
23 . 
1 3 
Vir og 8 x 
re oe ER 
. 


. * 
r 


— 5 8 
a — — — 2 ̃ 2—A——ä — 


— » 


cd her with the intire command of his 
” houſe, ſervants, &c. &c. it being his 


by Mrs. Maitland, as was a waiting 
woman and footman, whoſe buſineſs it 
was to attend particularly upon her: 
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whole country, who ſuſpected nothing 


leſs than Mr. Maitland's intention to 


marry, and would ſooner have ſuppoſed 
that ſuch an event could have been 
brought about by any young lady in the 
neighbourhood, than by ſuch a piece 


of domeſtic ſtill life as Miſs Burnet. 


The bride received many elegant and 


valuable preſents from Sir George, who 
upon the day of her marriage placed ; 


her at the head of his table, and inveſt- 


earneſt wiſh that ſhe ſhould conſider 


herſelf as abſolute miſtreſs, and Wood- 
burn as her future home. The family 
underwent little alteration, except that 


Wilſon, the old houſekeeper, retired 
upon a penſion, and a new one was hired 


every thing elſe remained according to 
wo the 
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the old eſtabliſhment, which was too 
liberal to need any addition. | 

The viſits from the neighbouring fa- 
milies being received and returned, the 
two brothers began to enjoy all the 
comforts they had promiſed themſelves, 
from the management and fociety of a 
woman ſo ſenſible and amiable. Every 
thing was now regular and in order, 
| every thing at its proper time. The 
Harlands, the Weſterns, and the Sack- 


W villes, quitted the country without their 


abſence being any longer ſubject of re- 
gret,and they could look forward to ſeven 
months of winter without ſhivering at 
the idea. One of Mrs. Maitland's 
filters was almoſt conſtantly with her, 
and the old gentleman often paſſed a 
week together at Woodburn. Sir George 
never wanted an antagoniſt at back- 


= gammon, or a companion in his morn- 


ing rides, The ſweetneſs of his ſiſter's 
Ws rs the * chearfulneſs of her 


ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, which had been accuſtomed to 
ſupport themſelves, without the aſſiſt- 
ance of company or public amuſements, 
and the good ſenſe and information ſhe 

| fo eminently poſſeſſed, were a conſtant 
ſource of pleaſure and ſati sfaction to all 
around her. Her huſband became every 
day more delighted with his change of 
ſituation, and the Baronet. beheld with 
the higheſt complacency the happineſs 

of perſons ſo dear to him, a happineſs 
which he conſidered as the offspring of 
bis own judgment and prudence, in 

which he ſincerely rejoiced and d largely 
- partook... | 
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CHAPTER IV. 


* 


HE PROGRESS OF DISCONTENT. 


þ paſſed the firſt four or five 
months of winter, during which 

every thing appeared to be poſſeſſed by 
the inhabitants of Woodburn manor, 
that could contribute to their comfort 
and happineſs; but as time ſtole on, 


Sir George began to feel impatient for 
ſome promiſe of an event, upon which 
he had in a particular manner fixed his 


heart, and to the completion of which 


he looked upon all that had been alrea- 


dy done, as little more than ſo many 
neceſſary ſteps. The event I mean was 


the pregnancy of his ſiſter, for which 
he watched with an impatience and 


anxiety which increaſed, as the num- 
ber of months multiplied, without pro- 
ducing any ſuch deſired appearance. 
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The ſmalleſt indiſpoſition of which ſhe 
complained, raiſed his hopes to the moſt 
flattering degree, and her happening to 
look a little pale was matter of extreme 
triumph, till frequent diſappointment 
began to produce doubts of the moſt 
difagreeable kind, and the uneaſineſs he 

felt in their increaſing ſtrength, robbed 
him of all the ſatis faction he had lately 
enjoyed in her ſociety. 

Mr. Maitland, though he greatly 
wiſhed for children, and would have 
eſteemed them among the firſt of bleſ- 
ſings, was too fond of his wife, and too 
perfectly ſatisfied with her conduct upon 
every occalion, to ſuffer his mind to 

_ dwell upon the only unpleaſing circum 
ſtance which attended his ſituation; on 
the contrary, he repreſented to himſelf 
the uncertainty of all human means of 
inſuring felicity, the poſſibility of what 
he would now conſider as the greateſt 
8999, SFcorvally proving the worſt of 
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| evils, and the neceſſity there was in 
every condition, in order to render life 
comfortable, of ſubmitting to thoſe diſ— 


penſations of Providence which no 


| murmurs could alter, no repinings al- 


leviate. 
The beauty and ee of ſpring, 


which now began to deck the face of 


nature, could not relieve Sir George's 
chagrin and uneaſineſs, but a ſudden 


reſolution which he took of ſpending a 
| few weeks at Bath, appeared to revive 
his chearfulneſs. Mr. Maitland, and 
his lady, readily agreed to accompany 
him, and a month was paſſed in that 
ſcene of gaiety with much appearance 
of pleaſure and ſatisfaction, but not all 
the amuſements of the place could ba- 
W niſh from the Baronet's mind his dar- 
ling wiſh; he conſulted the moſt emi- 


nent phyſicians, began to be very par- 
ticular about his fiſter's diet, and the 
quantity of exerciſe ſne every day took; 
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ther increaſing” after their return to 


eſteem for him been very ſincere, and 


have found it difficult to ſubmit with 
_ patience. to his whimſical regulations. 


played upon theſe diſagreeable occaſi- 


her huſband, who would often remon- 
ſtrate with his brother upon the unrea- 


his ſolicitude to influence, and beg of 


was uſually ſilent: he was ſenſible that 


urd the * of mh brother s mind, b 


and this ſolicitude continuing, or ra-. 


Woodburn, occaſioned her ſo much 
trouble and reſtraint, that had not her 


her temper remarkably ſweet, ſhe would 


But the more good humour ſhe diſ- 
ons, the more uneaſineſs they gave to 2 
ſonable anxiety he indulged about an 9 * 
event which it was not poſſible for all 
him to leave to heaven the diſpoſal of 
affairs, of the good and fitneſs of which 
it alone was able to judge. : 

During theſe enen nge 
it would be highly unjuſt and cruel to | 4 
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3 | and fill it with the chagrin and uneaſi- 
J neſs which his own endured; he ſtill 
loved Mrs. Maitland, and would not 
W from any other cauſe have occaſioned 
3 | her an unpleaſant moment; but though 


3 | he wiſhed both her and his brother to 


be perfectly happy, he would at the 
W fame time have had them feel as deeply 
; intereſted as himſelf, in the only cir- 
W cumſtance which he thought wanting to 
Y their general felicity; and was often 
IJ more than half angry at the coldneſs 
W with which they expreſſed themſelves, 
v pon a ſubject that never failed to in- 
5 ſpire him with the moſt lively emotions. 
1 In this ſtate of uneaſy ſolicitude 
did the whole ſummer paſs, and ſo much 
did the Baronet's whims increaſe, that 
. Mrs. Maitland was by degrees become 
g a mere ſlave to them. If ſhe was not 
7 | up, and in the air by {ix every morning, 
he was miſerable; and let her ſpirits be 
never fo chearſul, ſhe' was not permitted 
by Vor. RB D to 
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. to fit up a moment later than eleven at 4 


night. Riding on horſe- back, of which 


ſhe was very fond, was judged too vio- 


lent an exerciſe, in conſequence of which 


her favourite horſe was fold, that ſhe | ; 


might the leſs regret the loſs of a diver- 5 


ſion, to which ſhe had always been ac- 
cuſtomed: She ſeldom took an airing 
in the coach, without being attended 
by him; and if the road was in the 


ſmalleſt degree rough or uneven, the 1 
horſes were never ſuffered to go off 4 
walk, and they were dragged along with | 
all the caution of fear, and the ſolemnity 
of a funeral. Of ſeveral diſhes and 


fruits which were particularly agreeable 


to her, | ſhe was abſolutely forbidden to 1 
partake, and the only kind of wine al- 


lowed her, happened to be that which 


of all others was leaſt pleaſant to her 


taſte. Some medicines would likewiſe 


have been preſcribed, and ſhe would 
probably: ſoon have been reduced to a| 


regular : 
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*T regular courſe of phyſic, had not Mr. 


Maitland interpoſed, and in a preremp- 
tory manner declared, that he would 
not have his wife's health hurt for all 
the children in the world; at the ſame 
time earneſtly requeſted Sir George, to 
leave her in every thing to her own 
choice and diſcretion, a liberty to which 


| her good ſenſe, prudence, and mode- 


ration, well entitled her. 5 
Though the Baronet did not at the 


moment appear offended by his bro- 


ther's declaration and requeſt, he from 
that time ceaſed at all to mention an 


affair which before appeared to occupy 
his whole attention. He no longer in- 


terfered in the regulation of his ſiſter's 


mode of living, but ſaw her huſband, 


every day, help her to her favourite 


fruits, and thoſe wines which were moſt 


agreeable to her, with apparent uncon- 

cern. But ſuch was the real affection 

ſhe bore him, and the ſweetneſs of her 
D 2 = 
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diſpoſition, that ſhe uſed this recovered 


freedom in the molt ſparing and cau- 


tious manner, often declining what 
would have been very agreeable to her, 
from the apprehenſion of giving him 
ſecret uneaſineſs, and abſolutely refuſing 
Her huſband's offer of re- purchaſing her 
favourite horſe, at leaſt till time ſhould 
wholly have baniſhed from his brother's 
mind, thoſe expectations and deſires by 
which he had ſuffered it to be ſo long 
and painfully influenced. 

But notwithſtandiog the ſilence and 
perfect neutrality which Sir George con- 
tinued to obſerve, he was at times gloomy 
and unſocial; would frequently walk 
and ride out alone, and paſs whole 
hours in his ſtudy, ſhunning the con- 
verſation of thoſe whoſe company uſed 


to conſtitute ſo much of his happineſs. 
It was in vain that Mrs. Maitland ex- 


erted herſelf to amuſe him, that ſhe 
learned all his favourite games, read the 


books 
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| books he moſt recommended, and did 
every thing that eſteem and oratitude 
could dictate to contribute to his com- 

fort; an air of diſſatisfaction almoſt 
* | conſtantly clouded his countenance, he 
was thoughtful, abſent, peeviſh, and 
Y every wi that was unlike and contra- 
dictory to his natural character. | 
2 Thus paſſed the ſummer, winter fol- 
7 { lowed, and the vernal equinox had jult 
given hopes of returning fragrance and 
9 beauty, when he ſuddenly informed his 


brother and ſiſter, that he was reſolved 


W to paſs the two ſucceeding months in 
W town ; and no ſooner was this reſolution 
declared, than orders were given for 1 its 
1, immediate execution, | ; 
5 Nothing could afford Mr. and Mrs. 
15 Maitland greater pleaſure; they hoped 


the journey and change of ſcene would 


much contribute to reſtore his wonted 
chearfulneſs; and as he did not expreſs 
he leaſt deſire to have them with him 
F D 3 upon 
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upon this excurſion, they could not but 
enjoy the thought of paſſing the time 
of his abſence in a perfect freedom from 
thoſe reſtraints which, though in ſome 
degree become familiar, were ſtill un- 
pleaſant : the former expreſſed his re- 
ſolution during that time, to throw aſide 
all thoſe idle cuſtoms and compliances 


with Which they had inſenſibly too far 


indulged his brother's increaſing hu- 


mours, and to aſſume in future the right hy 
of living (within the bounds of rational 


propriety) according to their h Judg- 
Ment and inclination. , 

All things being prepared for the Ba- 
ronet's departure, 1 took leave of his 
brother and ſiſter, with every appearance 
of chearfulneſs and pleaſed expectation, 
and bent his way towards that ſeat of 
opulence and i plendor which he had not 
before viſited for more than a dozen 
years, and the follies and vanities of 


which he had often proteſted, ſhould | 


never 


« TE 
3 
"EN 
18 
: 
io 5 
* 
4 7 
2 þ 
S's 
" 
115 
= 
20S 
D 
* 
, 
PLZ. 
) 
+ + 
* 4 
* 
47 
a, 4 
LY 
Wy 8 
18 
2 4 
54 
. 
Ve 
22 
% 
VS ö 
. 
A 
74 . 
0 
1 
3 
WT 
* 
No 
5 , 
pl 
IF 
. 
RE 5, 
. 
> 
+ rs 
LY 
Pl 
4 
8 
8 
wc: 
* 
82 
a 
* 
51 
ö 
7 
K ＋ 
D 
_ 
Tr 
LY 
I” 
25 
wo 
2 
7 
3 
3 
5 
&- 
3 
2 
2 
8 
DENA 
bak 
OY 
* T 
1 
1. 
"It 
[$05 
x 
95, 
7 70 
i 
N. 
23 
4 ** 
XA 
4 
8 . 
E. 
2 7 x 
3 
* 
i 
"SL 
*7 
3 
** 
„ 
I 
5 
" 
* 
= 
* 2 
9 
7 
* 
8 
"OY 
Ch. 
x $ 
r * 
* 
* 
1 
5880 
"x4 
1 
1 
„ 
* 
18 
*« 
2 
0 
7 
5 
8 
wo" 
. * 
" = 
1708. 
7 
72 
45 q 
on 
IN 
2 
49 4 
gen 
£ 
. 
3 
I 
"By L 
674 
"ry 
2 
* 
3 
1. 
By, 
* 
$57; 
* 


1 
„ © et nin, 


. 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 55 


never more be increaſed by his prefence _ 
and example. 


CHAPTER. V. 


A NEW ARRANGEMENT. 


7 L W departure of Sir George was 


J 3 — Re, 
6 

2 Ok Ts ON: 
FE 


to both Mr. and Mrs. Maitland 
a circumſtance of conſiderable eaſe and 


a tisfaction, which though delicacy, gra- 


titude, and the ſincere eſteem they felt 


for his many excellent qualities, pre- 
vented their acknowledging even to each 


other, they ſenſibly felt and ſecretly en- 
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W -joyed. Unreaſonable reſtraint is always 


irkſome to the human mind, and though 
from motives of gratitude or duty, it is 
| ſometimes ſubmitted to with patience, ' 
and even apparent chearfulneſs, it is ſtill 
"oy FL | un 
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Uunesfieg, and muſt in the end weaken, 
if not deſtroy affection. 
As the ſeaſon was remarkably fine, 
Mrs. Maitland reſumed her old cuſtom 
of riding every pleaſant morning, and 
had, a few days after the 1 
Sir George, the pleaſure of once more 
mounting her favourite horſe. Her 
pleaſure and convenience was indeed 
her huſband's principal ſtudy, and he 
never was ſo perfectly happy as when 
any thing appeared to afford her more 
than ordinary ſatisfaction. Nor were 
his attempts to pleaſe her ever unat- 
_ tended with ſucceſs, the attempt alone 
being to a mind like hers, an obliga- 
tion of the moſt agreeable kind; and 
the uncommon degree of ſatisfaction 
and comfort which they enjoyed, was 
one among the many inſtances which 
tend to prove, that prudence, good 
temper, and worthineſs of diſpoſition, 
are better and more laſting foundations 
| — ar 
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for conjugal happineſs, than youthful 
fancy or violent paſſion. 
One month of the Baronet's abſence. 
was already elapſed, and the ſecond 
drawing near to a concluſion, when one 
evening as Mr. and Mrs. Maitland were 
ſeated at tea, together with Mr. Burnet 
and two of his youngeſt children, a 
jetter was delivered to the former, which 
as he peruſed, ſurpriſe took viſible poſſeſ- 
ſion of his countenance ; and as ſoon as 
he had read quite through it, he ex- 
claimed, in a voice expreſſive of great 
aſtoniſhment : Is it poſſible ! What 18 
W the matter, (cried Mrs. Maitland ?) No 
in news I hope, (ſaid Mr. Burnet.) - 
Why, I know not what to call it, (replied 
Mr. Maitland.) Would you believe it, 
my love, (continued he, addreſſing his 
vviſe,) Sir George is actually married. 
Married! (exclaimed every one preſent 
in the ſame breath, ) Sir George married! 
Even ſo, (anſwered Mr, Maitland,) at 

„ 9 | leaſt 


58. HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


leaſt 1 have it here under his own hand. 


Well, may he enjoy all the happineſs 
to which the worthineſs of his heart 
entitles him, (cries Mrs. Maitland 50. 


but pray, who is the Lady whoſe charms 


and excellences have wrought this un- 
expected miracle? You will be ſtill 


more amazed to hear (anſwered. Mr, 


. Maitland) that the lady my brother has 
made choice of for a companion, in the 


eyening of his days, is no other than 


our fair country-woman, Miſs Weſtern. 
Miſs Weſtern! (exclaimed Mrs. Mait- 


land.) Mr. Burnet was ſilent with 
aſtoniſhment. I do not wonder, (ſaid. 
Mr. Maitland,) at the ſurpriſe you ex- 
preſs; ; Miſs Weſtern is indeed the laſt 
woman for whom I ſhould have ſuſ- 
pected Sir George of entertaining a par- 


tiality. Nay, I cannot yet believe that 


he ever did; it muſt have been a ſud- 
den reſolution, dictated by whim and 
diſappoin atment, If 13 am at all acquaint- 


. ed 
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ed with the temper and diſpoſition. of 
either, many months will not elapſe be- 
fore one of them at leaſt wofully re- 
pents the raſhneſs of the action. As it 
is done, and paſt recall, (replied Mrs. 


Maitland) Wwe will hope the beſt; but F : 


when may we expect them down ? Im- 
mediately, (anſwered her huſband.) Sir 
George requeſts that we will prepare far 
their reception directly. What then 
muſt we do? (returned ſhe.) You ſhall 
come to the Lodge, (replied Mr. Bur- 
net,) there is plenty of room, and B 
truſt you need net. be told that you are 
welcome to remain there as long as you 
1 ſhall find it agreeable or convenient. 1 
think (ſaid Mr. Maitland) it will be 
proper to continue here till my brothers 
return; immediately after that we will 
| thankfully accept your offer, and ſtay 
with you till we can fix upon ſome eli- 
gible habitation, of which I have no 
doubt we ſhall ſoon hear of choice, the 
MS very 
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very day upon which Sir George brings 
his new wife to Woodburn (continued 
he) we will quit it; for I will not ſuffer 
my Mary to be for a ſingle day ſubject 
to the affected, and perhaps inſolent 
airs of ſuch a woman as Miſs Weſtern, 
or, as we muſt now ſtile her, Lady Mait- 
land. 
1 wok of affectionate ente le Was 
returned by Mrs. Maicdand to this kind 
warmth, and their whole plan of pro- 
ceedings being laid down, directions 
were immediately given for preparing 
for the reception of Sir George and his 
Lady. Theſe preparations conſiſted in 
little more than ordering fires to be 
lighted, and linen aired every thing 
at Woodburn being at all times ſo well 
regulated, and kept in ſuch exact order, 
that no addition to its comforts could 
well be deligned or contrived. | 
In order to avoid all buſtle and pa- 
rage in ing =p e Mr. Mait- 
| land 
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land ordered every thing which belong 9 

ed to himſelf and his ate to be re- 
moved to Burnet Lodge, ſo that they 
might, upon the arrival of Sir George 
and his lady, be able to take leave of 
them and it, as mere viſitors, All things 
being thus in readineſs, they waited, 
though with ſome impatience, for the 
day which was to releaſe them from 
their preſent charge; for Woodburn no 
longer appearing to them as a home, 
they began to conſider themſelves as 
little more than intruſted domeſtics; 
and not being very highly ſatisfied with 
their new ſuperior, they wiſhed with 
ardour for an immediate removal from | 
| the ſcene of her command. 
Excluſive of their fears for the hap- 
pineſs of Sir George, they felt them 
ſelves very little chagrined by his mar- 
riage; their fortune was as large as they 
wiſhed it to be, neither of them having 
w_ deſires or | habits which required z 
— great 
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great expence to gratify; and having 


given up all expectation of being bleſſed 
with a family, they were not ſolicitous 
about the future poſſeſſion of what they 


believed would add ſo little to their 


felicity. The thoughts of living in a 


houſe of their own, unmoleſted by the 


caprice of any one, was highly agree- 
able, and in their eſtimation, made am- 


ple amends for the loſs of a little pa- 


rade; and they looked forward to the 
change, from a great houſe to a ſmall 
one; from a coach and ſix, to a chaiſe 


and pair, without the ſmalleſt regret. 


Four days after the receipt of Sir 


George's letter, he and his lady arriv- 


ed, accompanied by Mrs. Weſtern, 


Miſs. Harland, Miſs Heoly, and three 


or four other town beaus and belles, 
whom her Lady ſhip had collected in or- 


der to give ſpirit and brilliancy to her 
appearance at Woodburn. 


n t. 


kT ; 


Her firſt 
4 n Mr Map Maitland was ſtiff and 
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diſtant, as that of the Baronet was.con- _ 
fuſed and full of heſitation 3. but no 
ſooner did ſhe underſtand her intention 
of leaving the houſe that very evening, 
than it ſuddenly changed to the utmoſt 
politeneſs and good humour. She ex- 
preſſed much regret at the thoughts of. 

loling her company, and that of Mr, 
Maitland, ſo very ſoon; hoped they 
would often viſit Woodburn, and, if 
poſſible, get a houſe in its neighbour= 
hood; adding, that ſhe ſhould always 


be happy to conſider them, and every. 


part of Sir George's family, as her own. 
In theſe civilities, and kind wiſhes,” the 
| Baronet ſincerely united. He appeared 
much pleaſed with the behaviour of his 
Lady upon this occaſion, and at. taking 
leave, joined their hands, expreſſing 
the moſt earneſt defire that they mighr 
become ſiſters in afſeftion and diſpoſi- 
tion, as well as in name. An expreſ- 
five look from Mr. Maitland, at that 
moment, 
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moment, called up the colouring of 
conſcious folly into the face of Sir 


George; it was not neceſſary to aſk its 


explanation, he turned filently away. 
Mr. and Mrs. Maitland had not been 

a month at Burnet Lodge, before an 

elegant little ſeat at the diſtance of about 


two miles from Woodburn became va- 
cant, which Sir George earneſtly re- 


quefted his brother to take, that he 
might ſecure to himſelf the certainty of 
his continuance in the neighbourhood. 


No objection could be made to the pro- 
poſal, and before the month of July 
was expired, it was completely fitted 
up, and the family ſettled in it, with 


. every circumſtance of convenience and 
1 
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CAP 1 E R VI. 
8 MODERN COUNTRY LIFE. 


OTHING PT be more per- 

fectly oppoſite than the modes of 

: living at Woodburn Manor, and Furze 

Hill, (fo was Mr. Maitland's new ſeat 
called.) All the order, regularity and 

comfort, which was wont to reign there, 
was changed for the buſtle, parade, and 
uncertainty of modern life. The fa- 


milly ſeldom aſſembled at breakfaſt be- 


fore twelve; after which, as each form- 
ed his own party, and choſe his own 
W amuſement, Sir George generally found 
| himſelf alone till fix, which was the 
hour of dinner. The morning was uſu- 
ally ſpent by Lady Maitland at her 
toilet; for dreſs was the principal plea- 


ſure of her life; and ſhe had, compa- 5 


ratively, little taſte for any other. Du- 
ring 
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ring the progreſs of this conſequential 
| buſineſs, ſhe always declared, that there 
was nothing ſo diſagreeable as being 
interrupted, nor was her huſband by any 
means excepted in this general exclu- 
ſion; if he ventured to intrude himſelf | 
for a few moments into her dreſſing- 
room, her fretful peeviſhneſs, and the 
impatience expreſſed in her looks, and 
the accents with which ſhe replted to | 
every thing he ſpoke, on A A him 

to retreat. 
At dinner, however, he had the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing her compleatly elegant. 
No body had ſo much taſte! and the 
appeared every day at the head of her 
table, in all the ſplendour of faſhion 
and ſelf- ſatisfied beauty. It was not, 
indeed, particularly for him, that her 
charms were diſplayed to ſo much ad- 
vantage, for Woodburn was become a 
general rendezvous for all the genteel 
families in its vicinity. Their firſt viſits 
had 
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had been followed by the moſt preſſing 
general invitations; and as Sir George 
had an excellent cook, and every lux- 
ury and amuſement was provided for 
their entertainment, of which the na- 
ture of a country reſidence would admit, 
there were yery few who did not avail 
themſelves of ſo pleaſurable a privilege, 
and her Ladyſhip had conſtantly the ſa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing her table crouded 
with well dreſſed people, who repaid her 
in attentions and flattery, for the ele- 
gance and profuſion wh which they 
were treated, 

Among theſe young, gay, od appar 
rently. happy people, poor. Sir George 
was entirely overlooked and lolt ; he 
often ſat for a conſiderable time toge- 
ther wholly unattended. to, and ſtole to 
a whiſt table as a refuge from ab! jure 
ſolitude. Twice a nul her Laiisih i 
gave a little ball, and once a monch a 
fete, upon which occaſions the whole 

houſe: 
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houſe was ornamented and lighted up, 
with more than uſual taſte and expence, 


In order to have theſe entertainments 


complete, and in perſect ſtile, ſhe found 
it expedient to add a confectioner and 
ſecond | cook to her liſt of domeſtics; 
and no room in the houſe being of 
larger dimenfions than thirty feet by 
twenty-five, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
to have an elegant rotunda erected in 
the park, for the purpoſe of receiving 
a large company commodiouſly. This 
building could only be properly com- 
pleated under the care and direction of 


the moſt faſhionable architect in the 


kingdom; and it was accordingly be- 
gun in the moſt ſuperb and expenſive 


manner. 
The execution of this plan was ſcarce 


begun, when it was ſuggeſted to Lady 
Maitland, that in order to render it 
complete, and all of a piece, the park 


r 3 grounds, which had been 


laid 


page, + 
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laid out at leaſt twenty years, and were 
now quite out of taſte, ought to undergo 
an entire change of diſpoſition ;_ that 
there were great capabilities, which 
properly managed, would render Wood- 
burn one of the moſt admired ſeats in 
the kingdom. In conſequence of this 
| idea, one of the moſt approved land- 
ſcape gardeners were engaged, and half 
the labourers in the country hired to 
facilitate the work of improvement. 
It was her Ladyſhip's particular wiſh 
that the whole ſhould be finiſhed before 
the concluſion of September, in order 
that ſhe might give a grand fere at the 
opening of the rotunda. But this was 
found impoſſible, and a Bath journey 
being agreed upon between herſelf, her 
mother, and the family of Lord Har- 
: land, previous to their return to town, 
8 ſhe with ſome difficulty prevailed upon 
herſelf to put off the execution of this 
Q /avourite plan till the enſuing ſummer, | 
= and 
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and content herſelf with taking leave of 
the country with a maſk ball, as ſplen- 
did as the confined ſize of her rooms 
would admit. 

From the very different characters, 
tempers, and diſpoſitions of Lady Mait- 
land, and her ſiſter, the reader will not 
be ſurprized to hear that little inter- 
courſe had, during the ſummer, paſſed 
between them. Two or three morning 
calls from her Ladyſhip, and a few 
dining viſits from Mrs. Maitland, which 
the preſſing invitations of Sir George 
obliged her to pay, was all they had 


ſeen of each other. They had very 


rarely met by accident, for Lady Mait- 
land ſeldom went from home, where ſhe 
found herſelf of greater conſequence, 
and more flattered and attended to than 
any where elſe; to which might be 
added, that in the houſes of any of the 
neighbouring gentlemen, not only Lady 


Harland, but her three daughters took 


place 


ey 


E 
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place of her, a circumſtance which, 
new as ſhe was to any pretenſions to 
rank or title, ſhe could ill endure. 


The Baronet would often ſtrole down 


to his brothers, and paſs the morning 


in chat with Mrs. Maitland, whoſe 
virtues and amiable qualities now ap- 
peared to him in a ſtronger light than 


ever, and ſometimes partake of their 
ſocial comfortable meal. But it was 


with pain they obſerved the change in 


bis health and ſpirits, the former of 
which was much injured by the irregular 
hours and unuſual mode of life to which 
he had lately been accuſtomed, and the 


former had loſt all that chearfulneſs up- 
on which the pleaſure of life ſo greatly 
depends. 

The morning of ho day upon which 
the maſk was to be given at Woodburn, 
Sir George ſpent intirely at Furze-hill. 


| Mrs, Maitland, having found herſelf _ 
indiſpoſed for ſome days, had the morn- 


2 ing 
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ing before taken leave of her ſiſter in a 
Polite card, in which ſhe had pleaded 
her indiſpoſition as an excuſe for declin- 
ing to accept the invitation with which 
ſhe had favoured her, or doing herſelf 
the honour of perſonally wiſhing her 
health and happineſs during the ap- 
Proaching winter. The Baronet ap- 
peared more than commonly oppreſſed; 
he ſeemed to ſtruggle for words, in 
which to communicate ſomething that I 
lay heavy at his heart; but, unable to 
expreſs his feelings, he at laſt aroſe, and 
kiſſing his ſiſter, affectionately wiſhed 
her an increaſe of every poſſible bleſſing. 
Then turning to his brother, I would 
likewiſe wiſh you an increaſe of comfort 
and happineſs (ſaid he) if I. thought 
your felicity was capable of addition; 
but you poſſeſs in that dear woman a 
treaſure of too much value, to ſuffer any 
thing the world affords to be compared 
with it. Then ſhaking him by the 
+ hand 
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Hand in the moſt friendly manner, I 
pointed out a {moother path to you, 
(continued he) than I have choſen for 


myſelf; it is not wonderful that our 


ſituations ſhould be different; you have 
acted upon principles of reaſon and re- 
flection, I from chagrin, caprice, and 
folly; but do not think me quite loft 


to common ſenſe and reſolution: one 


E ſtruggle I will yet have for comfort, 
and perhaps you may ſee me again at 


Woodburn ſooner than you expect. So 
ſaying, he haſtily quitted the houſe, 
leaving Mr. and Mrs. Maitland fur- 
prized and affected. 

Mr. Maitland, at Sir Georges par- 


ticular requeſt, made one of the motley 
crew who that evening aſſembled at 
Woodburn; where many groteſque 
figures excited a momentary laugh; 
where a profuſion of every luxury 
which the ſeaſon could afford, or money 
and art procure, was ornamented with 
Yor, I, E every 
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every elegance of modern taſte. Lady 
Maitland appeared as a Sultana; her 
dreſs was ordered at the moſt faſhion- 
able warehouſe in town, and being 
limited to no expence, was compoſed 
of the fineſt materials, and made up in 


a manner ſo new and elegant as excited 


the admiration of every man (for mo- 
dern men are perfect judges of ſuch 
things,) and the envy of every woman 
preſent. Her head, waiſt, wriſts, and 
feet, were a blaze of jewels, and her 
whole appearance (for ſhe was unmaſk- 
ed) ſuch as rather reminded the be- 
holder of a nymph or demy goddeſs 
than of a mere mortal; and this idea 
was ſtrengthened by the brilliant red 
and white with which her face and neck 
was over-ſpread, and which at firſt 
ſight might be ſafely pronounced to be 
ſomething more than mere ſimple nature 
could produce or ſupport. 


bs ir 
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Sir George was the only man wha 
did not appear tranſported by the 
charms of his Lady, and the only one 
| ſhedid not ſeem to take particular pains 
to charm. He ſtrolled about during the 
whole evening rather like a troubled 
ſpirit than an inhabitant of the gay 
world, which that around him appear- 
ed to be; and as ſoon as ſupper was 

ended (which was not till one in the 
morning) ſtole to his chamber in order 


to try if he could procure a little reſt, 


as à preparatory for his next day's 
journey. 
It was near five before all i com- 
pany had quitted the rooms, and full 
ſix before Lady Maitland, half dead 
with fatigue, and pale as the ghoſt of 
her, who two hours before diſplayed 
the bloom of Helen, threw herſelf by. 
the ſide of her ſleeping huſband, where, 
having repoſed about three hours, ſhe 
was awoke by her woman, with an ac- 
E 2 = nn 
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.count that the coach was, according to 
her orders, at the door, and every thing 
in readineſs for her journey. Half a- 
wake, ſhe anſwered that ſne would get 
up immediately, bidding her woman 
have her habit ready to put on. Sir 
George being perfectly awaked by the 
information his lady had received, a- 
roſe and walked out to ſee that every 
thing was properly arranged for their 
departure, but he could find no place 
out of his own dreſſing-· room which did 
not exhibit a ſcene of perfect confuſion; 
the ſide- boards were ſtil] covered with 
bottles and glaſſes, ſome half filled, 
others broken, and all in diſorder. 
The tables in the tea and ſupper- rooms 
were ſtill half furniſhed, and ſome of 
the ſmall] coloured lamps, which, inter- 
mixed with feſtoons of artificial flowers, 
were fixed againſt the walls, ſtill con- 
tinued to burn as if to expoſe the ſhabby 
exture of thoſe .ornaments which the 
night 
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night before had made fo gay and 
beautiful a ſhow. _ 

Diſguſted by the appearance of ſo 
much waſte and folly, he ordered cho- 
colate to be ſent into his dreſſing- room; 
that Lady Maitland's-woman ſhould be 
told to inform her miſtreſs that he was 
ready to attend her whenever ſhe choſe 
to ſet out; and retired to his apartment 
painfully reflecting upon the numbers 
that might have been relieved from 
| wretchedneſs, with half the ſum he had 
the day before expended to amuſe the 
diſſipated and worthleſs: 

It was paſt twelve before Call 
Maitland made her appearance, and 
during the time from nine to that hour 
the travelling coach and horſes had been 
ſtanding before the door, or moving 
ſlowly round the driving way: ſhe at 
length came forth, elegantly habited, 
all her faded charms renewed, and gay 
with the expectation of change, admira- 

| 15 1 
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tion, and pleaſure. Miſs Henly fol- 
lowed with as many airs, and as much 
affectation, if not equal youth and 
beauty; both ſtepped into the coach; 
and Sir George, who the day before, 
and that morning, had felt evident 
ſymptoms of an approaching viſit from 
the gout, hobbling in after them, the 
carriage drove away, followed by a poſt- 
_ chaiſe, in which Lady Maitland's wo- 
man, and Sir George's French valet, 
(an appendage which her Ladyſhip had 
placed about-him) were depoſited, 
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CHA PTER VII. 


MODERN REFORMATION. 


HE mangle of Sir George nd 
8 Maitland, in quitting the 
country, was within a few weeks fol- 
lowed by all the genteel families in the 
neighbourhood ; not one of whom, the 
inhabitants of Furze-hill excepted, could 
endure the idea of being buried alive 
(for ſo they eſteemed remaining in the 
country) a whole winter. Every lady 
who took leave of Mrs. Maitland ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt aſtoniſhment at her 
being able to ſupport ſo many months 
of diſmal ſolitude; and when ſhe re- 
minded them that Mr. Maitland was 
with her, that ſhe had often the com- 
pany of her father and ſiſters, and at all 
times of her favourite books; ſome 


{miled, and laid cuſtom was every thing, 
„ but 
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but they 1 were ſure it would not do for 
them; and others declared that they 


had rather die at once than be obliged 


to lead ſuch a melancholy,  comfortleſs 
life. It was in vain that Mrs. Mait- 
land aſſured them that ſhe had not a 


wiſh to remove from Furze-hill, of 
which ſhe was become very fond, and 


which, for that reaſon, her huſband had 


purchaſed, and greatly improved: no 
one could poſſibly believe that a wo- 


man of thirty could really chuſe to lead 


ſo dull a life; and all gave her credit 


for a degree of compliance and ſub- 


miſſion to the inclination of her lord 
and maſter, of which few wives are 


capable. Nay, there were ſome who 


did not ſcruple to repreſent. Mr. Mait- 
land as a mere baſhaw in his diſpoſition 


and family conduct, and pathetically 


lamented that ſo mild a tempered, pretty 
kind of woman, ſhould be ſubject to his 


tyranny. 
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As winter approached, and the neigh- 
bourhood was cleared of almoſt all its 
opulent inhabitants, the family at Furze- 
hill, which was augmented by the ar- 
rival of an aunt of Mrs. Maitland's, 
the ſiſter of her late mother, (whoſe cir- 
cumſtances being narrow, Mr. -Mait= 
land had invited to paſs the next year 
with them, or rather to contin art 
of their family as long as it be 
agreeable to her and her niece) began 
to betake them to their uſual fire-ſide © 
amuſements. Mrs. Clement was as 
fond of reading as her niece; could play 
at piquet and backgammon; and being 
in every reſpect a ſenſible, well-inform- 
ed, worthy. character, added much to 
the chearfulneſs and ſociability of their 
evenings.. Nothing diſturbed their com! 
fort but the continued indifpoſition of 
Mrs. Maitland, which rather increaſed 
than amended. She -intirely loſt her 
appetite, the very ſight of food being 
| Ss often 
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often more than ſhe could bear, grew 
very thin and pale, and as her fond 
huſband greatly feared, gave evident 
ſymptoms of a decline. What added 
to his uneaſineſs was her abſolutely re- 
fuſing any phyſical advice or aſſiſtance, 
in which obſtinacy ſhe was ſupported by 
her aunt, who often told Mr. Maitland 
that it was cruel to urge his wife to 
what was ſo irkſome to her, and pro- 
miſing, in her name, that if ſhe did not 
get better in the ſpring ſne would con- 
ent to his conſulting whatever phyſician 
he thought proper. With this promiſe 
he was obliged to appear ſatisfied, but 
his uneaſineſs was very great, and in- 
creaſed as the time ſtole on, and no 
alteration for the better appeared. 

In this ſtate of anxiety the Chriſtmas 
holidays arrived. The weather was 
remarkably open and fine, and Mr. 
Maitland, believing it would be uſeful 
to her health, every clear day forced 

| 9 e his 
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his wife to take a ſhort walk with him 
in a warm ſheltered part of the garden, 
which he had planted with ever-greens, 
and ſcreened from all the cold winds, 
leaving it open only to the ſouth. They 
were enjoying a remarkably pleaſant 
morning in this ſweet retreat, Mrs. 
Maitland. finding herſelf rather better 
than ſhe had for fo time been, when 
they ſaw Mrs. Yates, who was houſe- 
keeper at Woodburn, and left in care 
of the houſe, approaching. After a 
reſpectful curteſy, and ſome civil in- 
qufries about Mrs. Maitland's health, 
ſhe informed them that ſhe had the day 
before received a letter from Mrs. Cot- 
ten, her Lady's woman; wherein ſhe 
was directed to prepare every thing for 
the reception of Sir George, her Lady- 
ſhip, and the whole family, who would 
be at home in a week, where they in- 
tended to paſs the remainder of the 
a __ winter, 
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winter, inſtead of going to town, as 


was their deſign when they left it. 
There were few things that could 
more have ſurprized Mr. and Mrs. 


Maitland: they could not conjecture by 


what means Sir George had prevailed 


upon his wife to give up her town jour- 


ney, and return with him to Woodburn. 
They had no doubt but ſhe would bring 


down a little army of friends (as ſhe 


was uſed to ſtyle them) to enable her to 
ſupport the long remaining months of 
winter, and even with ſuch aſſiſtance 
they feared ſhe would nk them dread- 


fully tedious. 


Upon the evening of: the Pp fixed in 
the houſekeeper's letter for their return, 
Mr. Maitland received a card from his 


brother, wherein he informed him that 


he and Lady Maitland were juſt arrived ; 
and having nobody with them except 


Miſs Henly, hoped it would be agree- 


able to him and his ſiſter to ſpend the 
„ DEAT 


VENRY AND: ISABELLA; 87 


next t day with them. At the bottom of 
the card were theſe words, Dinner will 
be ready exactly at four.” It was im- 
poſſible to refuſe ſuch an invitation; 
and an hour before the appointed time, 
upon the following morning, the wea- 

ther being extremely mild, and the 
paths quite a e walked to Wood- | 
burn. [336 
Lady Maitland was. till in het: areſ- = 

ſing- room when they arrived; but Sir 
George received them with the warmeſt 
expreſſions of eſteem and affeftion, 
They obſerved, with much concern; 
that his looks were greatly altered for 
the worſe ſince his leaving the country; 
he was pale and emaciated. This al- 
teration he aſcribed to a ſevere fit of the 
gout which he. had had at Bath; and 
immediately changed the ſubje& of diſ- 
_ courſe, by expreſſing his concern at the 
paleneſs of his ſiſter's appearance. Mr. 
Maitland ſeized this opportunity of 
_ begging 
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begging that he would uſe his influence 
in perſuading her to conſult a phyſician: 
| ſhe pleaded, that within the laſt week 
her health was much amended, which 
account was confirmed by Mrs.Clement; 
who added, that if her niece's illneſs 
again increaſed, ſne would anſwer for 
her ſubmitting to any mode of treat- 
ment that ſhould be preſcribed. 

This ſubject was ſtill earneſtly de- 
bating, when Miſs Henly entered the 
room, bringing apologies from Lady 
Maitland for her not being ready to 
receive them. In a few minutes her 
Ladyſnip made her appearance; her 
dreſs was elegant, but leſs fanciful and 
extravagant than it was accuſtomed to 
be. Her figure was ſtill ſtrikingly fine, 
but her face appeared much changed, 
and grown almoſt plain. They were at 
firſt at a loſs to account for ſuch an 
alteration, till a ſecond view informed 
them that ſhe had laid aſide her rouge 
1 | and 
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and pearl powder; the long uſe of 
which pernicious articles, young as ſhe 
was, had much injured her natural 
complexion, and given it a fallowneſs 
which made her appear at leaſt ten 
years older than ſhe really was. Her 


reception of Mr. and Mrs. Maitland 


was of the civileſt kind, and upon the 
| latter's preſenting her aunt, ſhe was 
| likewiſe received in the moſt gracious 
manner. " 

By way of converſation, or to ſpeak 
more properly, of ſomething to ſay, 


| Mr. Maitland inquired the news of 


Bath ; who were the moſt faſhionable 
parties, the reigning beauties, &c. &c. 
as ſubjects, though to herſelf little in- 
tereſting, which ſhe thought would bet- 
ter ſuit her Ladyſhip than any others ; 


| but neither ſhe nor Sir George choſe to 


ſpeak at all about the place or its a- 
muſements, only ſaying in general that 
it was very dull, and nobody there of 

| any 
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any conſequence. - The day paſſed upon- 
the whole more comfortably than any 

Mr. and Mrs. Maitland had ſpent at 
Woodburn ſince they ceaſed to be its 

inhabitants. Lady Maitland was not 

more ſenſible or better informed than 
when ſhe ſet out for Bath; but ſhe was 
leſs inſolent, and ſeemed even deſirous 
to oblige. Her behaviour to her huſ- 

band was much altered, as in ſome de- 
gree was his to her; inſtead of the per- 
fect negligence and inattention with 
which ſhe. uſed to treat him, ſhe now 
appeared to take no inconſiderable pains: 

to pleaſe, or, to uſe an expreſſive word, 

coax him into good humour; a taſk 
which did not ſeem quite ſo eaſy to be 
performed as it might have been ſome 
months before. He received her little 
careſſes with much coldneſs, and once, 
when in a girliſh manner ſhe tapped his 
cheek, bidding him not look ſo grave; 
* ed ſilentiy from her without ap- 
„ Pearing 
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pearing to obſerve either the action or 
words by which it was accompanied. 

When the chaiſe drove to the door, 
which was to carry their gueſts away, 
| Sir George and his Lady joined in 
earneſtly intreating them very often to 
renew their viſit; the latter adding; 
that ſhe ſhould very ſoon fee Furze- 
Hill, and begging of Mrs. Clement: 
to perſuade her ſiſter to take advantage 


of the fine weather, and come out a 


great deal. In ſhort their parting was 
as perfectly civil and friendly as their 

meeting had been, and Mr. Maitland: | 
and his wife returned home both pleafed 


| and ſurprized by the ſudden and wonder- 


ful alteration which they had ſo lately 
witneſſed, for which they conjectured a 
thouſand cauſes, without being able to 
fix upon one that appeared probable ; 
but when the latter retired: to her dreſ— 
fing-room, the ſecret was in ſome de- 
gree diſcovered. Her a who had: 

Hen 
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lived at Burnet-Lodge ſeveral years be- 


fore her marriage, and enjoyed thoſe 


privileges which old domeſtics gene- 


rally obtain, among which freedom of 


{ſpeech is the moſt conſiderable, appear. 


ed extremely full of ſomething of which 
ſhe longed to be diſburdened ; and ſcarce 
had begun to aſſiſt her Lady in un- 
dreſſing, when ſhe exclaimed, So ma'am, 
my Lady is returned before ſhe was ex- 


pected, and much altered I hear. She 


is much altered for the better, (anſwered 


Mrs. Maitland ;) believe me, 1 fancy 


it was time ſhe ſhould (replied the wait- 


ing woman.) . I think-it was very good Ii 


of Sir George to bring her home at all. 
How ſo (replied Mrs. Maitland,) would 
you have had him return and leave his 


wife behind him? It is no great matter 


where ſhe was left (returned Mrs. 

' James) unlefs ſhe was better. An un- 
grateful creature, to uſe ſo good a Gen- 
tleman, and ſo kind a huſband, in ſuch 


a man- 
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a manner! One, who was the ſupport 
ol her family; for every body knows 
that old ſquire Weſtern, with all his 
pride, muſt have been in a goal before 
this time if Sir George had not married 
his daughter; and a huſband who denied 
| her nothing neither, who kept her as 
fine as a queen; and, What do you 
mean? ( interrupted Mrs. Maitland ;) 
| what ill uſage is it you talk about? 
Why, dear me ma'am, (anſwered her 
woman) have not you heard of the great 
Lord that uſed to gallant her about at 
Bath? There are few men, I believe, 
who would have put up with it. Sir 
George, I find, had once reſolved to 
part with her; and if Lord and Lady 
Harland had not helped to make it up, 
madam would have been ſent home 
again; but between their begging, and 
Mrs. Weſtern's crying, and her pro- 
miſes to amend, they got him to take 
her back; and a fine bargain he has of 
iT, her 
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her truly; for Mrs. Cotten ſays, that 
fince ſhe has left off painting, which 
Sir George made one part of the agree- 
ment, ſhe looks like a witch. I 
Mrs. Maitland was much hurt at this 
account given by her woman, which 
the ſuddenneſs of the family's return, 
and every thing ſhe had obſerved: at 
| Woodburn, but too much tended to 
confirm. She, however, cautioned 
James not too haſtily to believe ſuck 
ſcandalous ſtories, nor by any means 
to propagate them; adding, that Cot- 
ten did very wrong to mention” ſuch 
things out of the family ſhe lived in, 
and that probably one half of the ac- 
count aroſe from her miſapprehenſion. 
Oh! dear ma'am, | (anſwered James,). 
all Bath rang of it; and that long be- 
fore it was diſcovered by Sir George: 
poor, Gentleman ! while he.was confined: 
to his bed with. the gout, . ſhe, like a 
eruel bad woman as. ſhe is, was flaunt- 
ing. 
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ing about, and would never ſpend. 2 
ſingle hour with him. I am glad ſne 
was found out at laſt, and wiſh, with 
all my heart, he had got a divorce, and 
ſent her to play her tricks in ſome other 
| family. 


'The moment her huſband eras har 1 


apartment, Mrs. Maitland related the 
information ſhe had received ; upon 
which he declared, that he was not at 
all ſurpriſed, it being no more than he 
had, ever ſince his brother's marriage, 
expected; and what, from the appear- 
_ ance of every thing at Woodburn, he 
had ſecretly conjectured ; adding, that 
he thought Sir George very. wrong for 
not ſeizing ſuch an opportunity, for 
ridding his hands of what muſt be a 
plague .and incumbrance to him during 
the remainder of his life. 
For the worthy Baronet's fake 1t was 
agreed, that they ſhould continue to 
behave with civility to his wife, while 
ſhe 
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ſhe preſerved an appearance which en- 

titled her to their countenance; but 
Mr. Maitland inſiſted, that his Mary 
ſhould by no means devote her time to, 
or puniſh herſelf, to pleaſe and gratify 
fo worthleſs and unprincipled a wo- 
man. In purſuance of this plan, when 

a footman arrived the next morning 

with a card from his Lady, in which 
they were again requeſted to ſpend the 
day at Woodburn, an anſwer was re- 
turned, wherein they politely declined 
the invitation, without aſſigning any 
particular reaſon for ſo doing; at the 
ſame time, promiſing to do themſelves 
the pleaſure of waiting upon ber in a 
few days. 

This anſwer had not been returned 
more than an hour, before a coach ſtop- 
ped at the door, and Lady Maitland 
and Miſs Henly alighting from it, the 
former declared, ſne was abſolutely 
come to fet ch ſome of them to dinner; 
1 55 that 
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| that Sir George would by no means ac- 


cept of their excuſe, but had directed 
her to bring them away by force, as he 
was ſure coming out would do Mrs. 
Maitland more good, than' fitting all 
day at home. That Lady replied, that 


| never having accuſtomed herſelf to 


leave home every day, it was by no 
means agreeable to her to do it; and 


though ſhe ſhould always be happy to 
oblige Sir George, and would with plea- i 


ſure be a frequent viſitor at Woodburn, 


the hoped he would neither expect or 
deſire her to break into the plan of life, 15 


which Mr. Maitland and herſelf had 
laid down, and fo long purfued with 
comfort and pleaſure. To this Lady 
Maitland replied, that ſhe was reſolved 
not to return without ſomebody; and 
Miſs Burnet happening to enter the 

room, having that morning arrived at 
Furze-hill, ſhe ſeized her kind: and 1n- 


liſted upon her going with her juſt as 


ſne 
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the was, without dreſs or ceremony; 


adding, with one of her moſt grac ious 

ſmiles, what ſignifies dreſs among par- 

ticular friends; I was once too fond of 
it, but I am now domriicnted ; quite a 

_ reformed woman. 

_ Miſs Burnet, not knowing any. cauſe 
Why ſhe ought to refuſe, readily con- 
ſented to attend her; and they got into 
| the coach, where her Ladyſhip was no 

ſooner ſeated, than ſhe told Mrs. Mait- 
land, that ſhe might aſſure herſelf, ſhe 

would not ſee her ſiſter again, till ſhe 
came in perſon to fetch her. 

As during the ſhort time of Lady 

Maitland's conſequence, ſhe had taken 
very little netice of Miſs Burnet ; but, 

on the contrary, rather affected to treat 

her with particular neglect, as a perſon 
whoſe education and ſituation in life, 

did not entitle her to be ranked in the 

number of thoſe whom ſhe choſe to ho- 

nour with ber intimacy, Mrs. Mait- 
| | land 
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land felt herſelf diſguſted by this ſuf. 
den condeſcenſion, with the cauſe and 


motives for which ſhe was better ac- 


quainted than her Ladyſhip apprehend- 


ed, and reſolved, that her ſiſter ſhould 


not remain at Woodburn, on any ac- 
count, longer than the next day, In 


this reſolution ſhe was ſupported by the 


opinion of her huſband and aunt, both 


of whom declared, they thought it by 


no means a proper place of reſidence 
for a young perſon, whoſe mind and 


manners were untainted by the world, 

and who, pure herſels, ſuſpeted not 

the hidden vices of others. 
The following morning, in purſu- 


ance of her determination, ſhe called 
at Woodburn, where, to her great. ſur- 


prize, ſhe found Lady Maitland, and 


Miſs Burnet, quietly ſeated in the break- 


faſt parlour; the latter at work, the 
former diverting herſelf with a little 


French lap-dog ; Sir George was fitting 


Vel . F 5 in 
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in an elbow- chair, with a book in bis 
hand, and Miſs Henly careleſsly turn- 


ing over the leaves of the Parental Mo- 
nitor. Such a ſcene of domeſtic ſtillneſs 
was what ſhe never expected to behold 
at Woodburn, at leaſt while its preſent 
Miſtreſs held any command. Upon 
telling Lady Maitland that ſhe was 
come to claim the property of which 


ſhe had robbed her, ſhe was anſwered 


| by an earneſt requeſt, that ſhe would 
ſend her carriage for Mrs. Clement, 


and ſpend the day with her; to which, 


after a little heſitation, ſhe conſented, 
upon Sir George's promiſe, that he 


would himſelf ſtroll down to Furze- 


Hill, and bring his brother to dinner. 


The whole plan was accordingly exe- 


cuted, and the day paſſed, as well as 
could be expected, in a ſociety, part of 

which was ſo ill ſuited to the other. 
As evening approached, and Mr, 
Maitland, who would not fuffer his wife 
. 
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to be out late, began to talk of return- 
ing home, her Ladyſhip became very 
earneſt to have Miſs Burnet left with 
her for a few weeks, in which requeſt 
ſhe was ſeconded ſo warmly by Sir 
George, that Mrs. Maitland, who upon 
every occaſion felt the ſtrongeſt deſire 
to oblige him, found it difficult to pre- 
ſerve her reſolution. The fear, however, 
of what effects the intimate ſociety of 
ſuch awoman might have upon the mind 
of her ſiſter, who was ignorant of her 
follies, and of courſe open to any im- 
preſſian ſhe was capable of making, 
ſuperſeded her wiſh to oblige; and ſhe 
oravely told them, ſhe had a particular 
8 reaſon for inſiſting upon her ſiſter's re- 
turning home with her that evening. 
Nothing could be replied to this. Lady 
| Maitland drew ' herſelf up, with what 
ſhe intended to be, an air of dignity, _ 
faying, ſhe would not have preſſed Miſs 
Burnet's ſtay, had ſhe imagined it 
„ would 


* 
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would have been diſagreeable to * 

relations. Theſe words were accompa- 

nied by a courteſy of formal diſmiſſion, 

which was returned by Mrs. Maitland, 
with one little leſs diſtant; and they 
parted in a manner not very eee 
of nn and affection. 
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CHAPTER Wi. 
AN UNEXPECTED EVENT, 


NIOtwithſtanding Lady Maitland's 
reſentment, want of company 

and employment ſoon brought her again 
to Furze-Hill, where her behaviour did 
not in the ſmalleſt degree indicate any 
remaining mortification or diſguſt. 
Unable to fill up her own hours, ſhe 
was a conſtant intruder upon the leiſure 
of her ſiſter. A morning ſeldom paſſed 
in which her coach did not ſtop at the 
door; ſometimes ſhe came to preſs her 
to ſpend the day at Woodburn, upon 
which occaſions, it was almoſt impoſ- 
fible to decline her invitations; for 
when ſhe had once reſolved upon any 
thing which ſhe thought would afford 
| her the ſmalleſt pleaſure, neither deli- 
cacy, nor a conſideration for the feel- 
FOOD, F 3 ings 
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ings or convenience of others, ever pre- 
yented her from carrying her point; 
or, to ſpeak in few words, ſhe was com- 
pletely ſelfiſh and inſenſible ; and ſome- 
times ſhe would fit for two or three 
hours, rather interrupting the conver- 
ſation of others, than attempting her- 

ſelf to converſe. 
his inconvenience Mrs. Maitland 
ſuffered for ſome weeks, when the ar- 
rival of Lord Harland's family in the 
country, who, on account of a very 
large play debt that his Lordſhip had 
contracted, the payment of which obliged 
his family to practiſe a little temporary 
economy, came down near three months 
before the uſual time of quitting Lon- 
don, almoſt entirely relieved her from 
it; for as they were as little fitted for 
retirement as Lady Maitland, moſt of 
their time was ſpent together. Lady 
Harland, indeed, by no means approv- 
ed the conduct of her niece in the affair 
af 


LY 
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at Bath ; but as they had prevailed up- 
on Sir George to forgive it, and it was 
now in ſome degree blown over, that 
is, no longer the public converſation of 
every aſſembly and tea party in town, 
| ſhe made a point of giving her all poſ- 
fible countenance. Supported by the 
preſence of friends, whoſe rank gave 
conſequence. to their protection, Lady 
Maitland began to recover her wonted 
ſpirits and gaiety ; and had ſhe not been 

often cautioned by her aunt, would 
ſoon have neglected Sir George as much 
as ever. No longer ſtanding in need 
of Mrs. Maitland's ſociety, ſhe no 


longer courted it; never inviting her to 


Woodburn, but by Sir George's par- 
ticular direction, and treating her when 
there with mere cold civility. 

She now ventured to preſs her huſ- 


band again upon the ſubject of the im- 


provements, the finiſhing of the rotunda, 
the laying out of the grounds, &c. &c. 
| | "4 ſaying, 
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ſaying, that as he had how reſolved to 
paſs ſo much of his time at Woodburn, 
it would be a thouſand pities that it 
ſhould not be rendered as beautiful as 
the nature of the ſituation would admit. 
Not that her Ladyſhip had the leaſt taſte 
for natural beauties, but ſhe began to 
entertain hopes, from her huſband's re- 
laxing ſeverity, of again reſuming her 
favourite way of living, and did not 
deſpair of giving the fete ſhe had pro- 
jected, at the opening of the rotunda, 
with all the ſplendour, elegance, and 
expence of modern refinement, and of 
appearing herſelf, upon that occaſion, 
once more as the goddeſs of beauty and 
taſte. But ſhe did not find him quite 
ſo eaſily to be perſuaded as he had once 
been. She had, however, prevailed 
upon him, to order ſome labourers to 
remove the rubbiſh, which had been 
thrown up, when the foundation of the 
; rotunda was laid; and to complete a 


{mall 
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mall ſtream of water which had a beau- 


tiful appearance from its windows, and 
was deſigned to fall into a noble lake, 
which was to be made in a diſtant part 
of the park. Sir George, however, 
contented himſelf, with leading it to - 
join a ſmall brook, leaving the projec- 
tor's plan to be completed, as he ſaid, 
by ſomebody who was more fond Fe” 
noveny: 5: ð | | 
Her Ladyſhip having eee band 
far, and every day obſerving him more 
and more to loſe the remembrance of 
miſconduct, had little doubt of entirely 
regaining the influence ſhe once poſſeſ- 
{ed over him, when a circumſtance hap- 
pened, which entirely counteracted all her | 
ſchemes, and rendered her leſs than ever 
an object of conſequence in his eyes. 
This was nothing leſs than a declara- 
tion from his brother, of Mrs. Mait- 
land's pregnancy, in which ſhe was far 
advanced, During the firſt months of 
8 her 
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her being in that ſtate, ſhe had care- 
fully concealed it from her huſband, 
leſt any unforeſeen accident might de- 
ſtroy his hopes; and when this was no 
longer in her power, ſhe made it her 
particular requeſt, that Sir George might 
not, for ſome time, be informed of it, 
fearing the reſtraint and uneaſineſs which 
his ſolicitude about her might occaſion. 
Her huſband, whoſe. greateſt delight 
was at all times to oblige her, now found 
it impoſlible to refuſe her any thing; 
and though he impatiently wiſhed to 
make his brother a partaker of his un- 
expected happineſs, faithfully kept the 
ſecret till he had her permiſſion to di- 
vulge it, which was not till within three 
months of the time at which ſhe ex- 
pected to preſent the family with an 
A " =; 
Never was tranſport greater than that 
of Sir George, upon receiving this un- 
hoped for information. Again and again 
2 did 
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did he charge his brother to take care 
of Mrs. Maitland's health; to watch 
that ſhe took regular, moderate exer- 
ciſe ; that nothing alarmed or gave her 
uneaſineſs; that every thing was pro- 
cured for her to which ſhe expreſſed the 


ſlighteſt inclination; in ſhort, that all 
ſhould be done which could in the moſt 
diſtant manner help to enſure the bleſ- 


ſing they had ſuch an unhoped for proſ- 
pect of poſſeſſing. Twice, at leaſt, he 


every day viſited Furze-Hill, ſome- 
times bringing with him entertaining 
books, ſometimes beautiful paintings 


or fine prints; at other times, baſkets 


of rare fruits, or jarrs of ſweetmeats, 


which were not eaſily to be procured. 
Scarce a day paſſed, on which ſome de- 
licacy, of which he was himſelf fond, 
or for which he remembered to have 
heard his ſiſter expreſs a liking, was not 


ſent from Woodburn to Furze-Hill. 


F 6 Wich 
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With deep regret he now reflected 


upon the folly of his marriage, a folly 


which had coſt him every way ſo dear; 


upon the large ſum of money he had 


fince that time expended, and the hap- 
pineſs he had robbed himſelf of in ſend- 


ing his brother and ſiſter from his houſe : 


he reſolved to make all poſſible amends 


for his indifcretions, by putting a ſtop 


to further profuſion, and obliging his 


wife to content herſelf with a mode of 
living conformable to his inclinations, 


or to accept ſuch a maintenance as he 


ſhould think proper to aſſign her, and 
follow the dictates of her own folly. 


Theſe reſolutions he immediately be- 
gan to execute, by putting down two of 


his three carriages, ſelling all his horſes 
except one ſet for his coach, a hunter 
for his own uſe, and two for that of his 


footmen; parting with all his uſeleſs 
© domeſtics, among whom, four footmen, 


a a Cook, a confectioner, and his French 
valet 
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valet were numbered, beſides a large 
clearance. in the ſtables and garden. In 
order to put an end at once to all his 
Lady's hopes of fetes, and-ſuch kind of 
ſplendid entertainments, he gave poſi- 
tive orders for the part of the rotunda 
which was already erected to be taken 
down, neither chuſing to be at the uſe- 
leſs expence of having it compleated, 
or ſuffering it to ſtand a conſtant mo- 
nument of his weakneſs and folly. _ 

It was in vain that Lady Maitland 
remonſtrated; that ſhe added tears to 
intreaties. She now indeed perceived, 
that all .her former influence over him 
was loſt, and that her indiſcretion had 
put it wholly out of her power to com- 
plain even to her neareſt friends. After. 
ſome fruitleſs ſtruggles, ſhe was obliged 
to ſubmit to an authority, which ſhe 
had forfeited all pretenſions to reſiſt or 
diſpute; but her diſlike to Mrs. Mait- 
land, whom ſhe conſidered as the cauſe 
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of all her diſappointments and diſgrace, 
was ſtrengthened into averfion, and the 
only comfort ſhe enjoyed, was derived 
from the hope, that the death of the 
child fo eagerly expected, would con- 
vert her triumph and joy into mortifi- 
cation and anguiſh.” This cruel wifh 

ſhe did not fcruple to acknowledge to 

her own heart, and but il} concealed 
from thoſe with whom: ſhe often con- 
verſed. But, happily for the innocent 
and virtuous, the curſes of the: malici- 
_ ous, like ill directed ſhafts, fall power- 
leſs to the earth; or rather recoil harm- 
leſs from their deſtined aim, and ftrike 
the guilty heart. from whence they pro- 

ceed. Fhus while Lady Maitland en- 
dured all the pangs of malice and envy, 
pangs ſeverer than which the moſt mer- 
citeſs tyrant could not inflict, the inno- 
cent cavſe of her miſery ſlept undiſturb- 
ed by 540 becauſe happy! in *canſcious 

rectitude,, 


As 
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As the time of expectation approach- 
ed, the anxiety of the Baronet increaſed. 
He inſiſted upon being at the whole 
expence of preparation, and ordered 
every thing that could be wanting from 
a warehouſe in town; but upon their 
arrival Mrs. Maitland diſcovered, that 

only ſuch things as were uſed for boys 
had been ordered, Sir George not en- 
during the very idea of being difap- 
pointed by the birth of a female ; ſhe 
was therefore obliged to make ſecret 
_ preparations for the birth of a daughter, 
an event againſt which ſhe did not eſteem 
herſelf quite ſo ſecure. 

At length the hour arrived which was 
to fulfil or diſappoint all their hopes 
and expectations. Mrs. Maitland was 
taken ill, an event of which Sir George 
being, according to his own directions, 
apprized, immediately haſted down t6 
Furze-Hill, where he found his brother 
Walking up and down the parlour in a 
ſtate 
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ſtate of the utmoſt. anxiety and per- 
turbation, which were rather increaſed 
than leſſened by the company of the 
Baronet, who was every moment ex- 
preſſing alternate hopes and fears, ſome- 
times for his ſiſter's ſafety, ſometimes 
for that of the infant, and at others re- 
preſenting what a dreadful misfortune 
it would be if both ſhould be loſt. 
Theſe frightful images ſo affected the 
mind of Mr. Maitland, that he almoſt 
wiſhed the event he had ſo ardently 
deſired had never happened ; but that 
it had pleaſed Providence to have con- 


tinued to him the enjoyment of that 


tranquil ſatisfied ſtate which he poſſeſſed 
before he was diſturbed by the hope of 


| bleſſings attended with {0 much Py 


and danger. 

Some hours had paſſed u thus ally, 
when they heard ſomebody deſcending 
down the ſtairs with a quick ſtep; the 
parlour door opened ſuddenly, and half 

| out 
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out of breath, in a voice ſcarcely arti- 
culate, James informed them that her 
Lady was ſafely delivered of a fine boy. 
A boy! and is ſhe ſafe! (exclaimed Sir 
George?) Mr. Maitland fell upon his 
knees, and lifting up his hands and eyes 
to heaven, returned thanks in ſilent 
extacy for the danger he had eſcaped, 
and the bleſſing received. The Baro- 
net's purſe was quickly in the hand of 
the expecting waiting woman; and he 
was juſt upon the point of ordering that 
the cellars ſhould be thrown open, the 
bells of the neighbouring church ſet a 
ringing, and two of his beſt ſheep im- 
mediately killed as a treat for the popu- 
lace; when Mr. Maitland, interpoſing, 
begged that any rejoicings he choſe to 
encourage might be made at Wood- 
burn; gave poſitive directions that the 
houſe ſhould be kept quite ſtill; and 
diſpatched a meſſenger to the neigh- 
bouring church, the bells of which 

„ 
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were beginning to jangle, with a 1 
of money, and orders to ſtop them 
immediately. He then ſtole ſoftly up 
to the door of his wife's dreſſing- room 
to inquire how ſhe did, and when he 
might ſee her; to which he received for 
anſwer that every thing was as well as 
poſſible, and that in half an hour he 
mould ſee both her and his child. 
Happy in theſe favourable accounts, 
he returned to the parlour, where he 
found his brother juſt finiſhing a note 
to his houſe-ſteward; wherein he gave 
orders that the ſame rejoicings, which 
he was about to begin at Furze-Hill, 
mould immediately commence at Wood- 
burn: theſe orders he diſpatched by 
one of Mr. Maitland's footmen, neither 
being able to poſtpone theſe teſtimonies 
of his joy, or leave the houſe he was 
then in before he had ſeen the infant, 
and heard a further account of his 
iter. 


In 
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In leſs than the time promiſed they 
were both ſummoned up to the nurſery, 
where, dreſſed in the moſt exact and 
delicate manner, the infant, who bore 
in its appearance every ſign of health 


and ſtrength, lay on the nurſe's lap. 


The father impreſſed a tender kiſs upon 
its little cheek, and then haſted to thank 
his Mary for the invaluable preſent ſne 
had made him; while Sir George began 


to examine the manner in which the lit- 


tle ſtranger was cloathed, and finding 
him bound much tighter than he ap- 


proved, infiſted upon the nurſe's im- 
mediately unpinning and unſwathing 
him; in which orders Mr. Maitland, 


who, fearing to diſturb his wife, had 


contented himſelf with paying her a 


ſhort viſit, poſitively joining, the poor 


little ſlave was ſet at liberty, and in- 


dulged with the full uſe of his limbs as 
far as nature at that early period in- 


tended them for activity. $1 
As 
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As Mrs. Maitland did not content 
herſelf with the mere name of mother, 
but reſolved to perform the firſt duty 
of that tender relation, by affording her 


infant the delicious nouriſhment which 
nature, alike bountiful and kind to all 


her offspring, intended for its pleaſure 
and ſupport; the child grew a-pace, 


and ſhe recovered ſo faſt that at the end 


of ten days ſhe was able to receive Sir 


George and her huſband in her dreſſing- 
room, and before three weeks was ex- 


pired, to take an airing with her nurſe 
and child in the carriage. The happi- 


neſs of Mr. Maitland is not to be ex- 


preſſed, and could only be ſurpaſſed by 
that of the Baronet, who almoſt lived 
at Furze-Hill, where half his time was 


paſſed in the nurſery, attending to the 
proper management of his little nephew, 
the theory of which he had for ſome 
weeks, previous to his birth, made his 


particular ſtudy, 


The 
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The behaviour of Lady Maitland 
upon an occaſion ſo intereſting to her 
huſband, greatly increaſed the diſguſt 
her bad conduct had ſettled in his bo- 
ſom. She received the news of what 


fo much delighted him in ſullen ſilence, 


and every demonſtration of joy given 
by the neighbourhood ſeemed to mor- 


tify and offend her. She only once. 


called upon Mrs. Maitland during her 
confinement, and then, Sir George or- 
dering the baby to be brought for her 
to ſee, and aſking her if it was nota 
lovely boy, ſhe coldly anſwered that 


ſhe believed fo, but ſhe really knew 


nothing about thoſe little things, or 
ever could perceive any difference be- 
tween one and another; adding, with a 
ſignificant ſmile, That thank heaven ſhe 
was not very likely to be moleſted by 
ſuch troubleſome ſquallers! From this 
time her negle& of Mrs, Maitland was 
complete; ſhe never upon any occaſion 
Ki viſited 
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viſited Furze-Hill, or invited her to 
Woodburn; and Sir George p plainly 


perceiving how careleſsly ſhe was treat- 


ed by his wife and her friends, when at 
his preſſing inſtances ſhe came there, 
| forbore to aſk what was fo diſagreeable 


to her to comply with, and contented 


himſelf with ſpending half his time at 


his brother's, and leaving her Ladyſhip 
(under certain reſtrictions of expence, 


which nothing could now prevail upon 
him to enlarge) to neh her own 
purſuits. 


CHAP- 


"Wot © on” 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, 119 


CHAPTER EX. 
ANOTHER UNEXPECTED EVENT, 


NURINC the continuance of ſum- 


mer, Lady Maitland contrived to 


live with what ſhe {tiled tolerable dence- 
cy and chearfulneſs. The neighbour- 


ing families, influenced by the example 


firſt ſet them by Mrs. Maitland, and 
afterwards by Lady Harland and her 


daughters, ftill viſited her; and though 
the had no longer unneceſſary do- 


meſtics, her entertainments were as 
genteel as thoſe given at other houſes, 
and the almoſt conſtant abſence of Sir 


George, gave her an opportunity of 


rendering them -more lively and agree- 


able to her gueſts, than ſhe could other. 


wiſe have ventured to do. But as win- 
ter began to approach, and her friends 
to talk of quitting the country, her 


ſpirits 
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ſpirits were unable to ſupport the ide; 
of living ſo many months with only the 
company of her huſband and Miſs Hen. 
ly. She beſought Lady Harland to uſe 
all her influence to procure her the li- 
berty of paſſing only three months in 
town, promiſing to remain contentedly 
where ſhe was, till the holidays were 
over, and to return in April, without 
_ «aſking to have her time prolonged. In 
this requeſt ſhe was particularly earneſt, 
not doubting, but that could ſhe once 
get Sir George to a proper diſtance from 
Furze-Hill, ſhe ſhould ſtill be able to 
_ regain the aſcendancy over his mind, 
which ſhe once enjoyed; and the lols 
of which ſhe rather choſe to attribute 
to the influence of his brother and ſiſter, 
than to the real cauſe. But moderate 
as her requeſt was, and ſupported by 
the joint petition of all her friends, it 
was poſitively and ſteadily refuſed, Sir 


George declaring, that nothing ſhould 
rie | force 
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force him to leave Woodburn, at leaſt, 


during the next twelve months. 


Fondneſs, reproaches, tears, fits, and 
all the train of common-place, female 


attifices, were tried in vain ; the remem- 


brance of one fatal circumſtance ſteeled 


his heart againſt them and her, and ſhe 
found that no choice was left her, but 
either that of remaining quietly at Wood- 


burn, or quitting it for ever. The lat- 
ter would, in her opinion, have been 
far preferable, could ſhe have gained 


the conſent of her friends to ſuch a ſtep, 
but both her mother and aunt had re- 
peatedly declared, that ſhould Sir George 


withdraw from her his countenance and 


protection, they would immediately fol- 


low his example, and diſown any fur- 


ther connexion with her: this put it 


out of her power to obtain, what is 


called, an honourable ſeparation ; and, 


unfortunately, ſhe had no lover, whoſe 
_ opulence and affection might make her 


. A ö amends, 
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amends, for giving up the poor advan- 


tages, as ſhe eſteemed them, of living 


in a ſtate of half reputable ſlavery. Such 


| ſhe conſidered her preſent way of living, 
in the houſe of a huſband, for whom 


ſhe entertained the molt cordial aver- 


ſion. 

Thus paſſed three 3 years, during 
which Mrs. Maitland had preſented her 
huſband with a ſecond fon and a daugh- 
ter, all healthy and promiſing, both in 
_ perſon and underftanding. Sir George's 


fondneſs for them appeared every day | 
to.increaſe; the prattle of the boys was 


his delight, and while he was fitting 


with one upon each knee, he felt him- 
ſelf rich and great as an eaſtern poten- 


tate. 


His health, however, had for ſome 
months viſibly declined ; a nervous diſ- 
order, which no efforts could throw off, 

daily undermined his conſtitution ; and, 
aſter every uſual mode of cure had been 
pre- 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, 123 


preſcribed in vain, he was, by a con- 
ſultation of phyſicians, ordered to the 


fouth of France. It was ſome time be- 
fore he could be prevailed upon to fol- 
low their advice; but the conſtant re- 
monſtrances and intreaties of Mr. and 


Mrs. Maitland, at laſt got the better 
of his reluctance, and orders were en 


for his journey. 

This removal was to Lady Maitland 
an event of the moſt agreeable kind ; 
the very idea of change was delightful ; 


of a change for the worſe ſhe could 
form no notion. Nor was her friend, 


Miſs Henly, leſs tired of Woodburn, 
or leſs defirous that her Ladyſhip ſhould 
have one fair chance for recovering, at 
leaſt, a part of the privileges ſhe had 
ſo totally loſt ; which, while her huſ- 


band continued to ſpend ſo much of 


his time at Furze-Hill, ſhe believed 
impoſſible. Their preparations were 
made with the utmoſt * * up- 
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on the day appointed for beginning their 
journey, Lady Maitland took leave of 
Woodburn, with a degree of joy ſhe 
had not lately experienced, not doubt. 

ing, but ſhe ſhould return once more 
poſſeſſed of power and conſequence, or 
clad in thoſe moſt deſirable and becom. 
ing of all habiliments, weeds. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maitland took leave 
of Sir George with a kind of mournful 
preſage, ch emed w ſay, they were 
parting for ever. The worthy Baronet 
appeared flrongly impreſſed with the 
ſame idea; and, after telling his bro- 
ther, that he had ſettled his affairs in a 
manner which he hoped would prove 
agreeable to him and his family, in- 

forming him in whoſe hands his wil 
was depoſited, and a few other parti- 
culars, he embraced both him and his 
bier with the moſt affecting ſolemnity, 
kifling the children, eſpecially his eldeſt | 
favourite George, with paternal alfec- 


tion; ; 
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tion; and as the carriage drove from 
the door, tears, which he ſtrove not to 
conceal, rolled down his pale cheeks. 
It was ſome days after this affecting 
ſeparation, before Mr. and Mrs. Mait- 
land recovered their uſual chearfulneſs ; - 
2 letter, however, which they received 
from Sir George, written the day before - 
that upon which he expected to em- 
bark, gave them ſincere pleaſure, It 
informed them, that he found himſelf 


bears in the latter, would entirely re- 
novate his conſtitution, and enable him 
once more to enjoy the beloved ſociety 


93 of 


; much relieved in his health, and ſpirits, - 
by his journey, from which he began 
do hope the moſt ſalutary effects; and 
| 10 Maine 
| in a few weeks after, one ſtill more ſa- [ 
| tisfactory arrived, wherein he told them, 1 
| that the voyage and climate appeared | 
to agree with him in a wonderful man- - | 
ner, and he had little reaſon to doubt, 1 
| but that a reſidence of two or three ; 
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=! of his friends at Furze-Hill, which waz 
1 alone wanting to his preſent comfort. 

Nothing could be more agreeable to 
| | Mr. and Mrs. Maitland than ſuch in- 


telligence; which, being confirmed in 
ſeveral ſucceeding accounts, left them 
little reaſon to doubt of ſeeing the 
Baronet return poſſeſſed of a new ac- 
quired fund of health and ſpirits, and 
fitted for the enjoyment of many com. 
fortable years. Their own attention 
was moſt pleaſingly divided between the 
various duties, which a life of reaſon 
and uſefulneſs demands; which when 
ſtrictly attended to, and regularly diſ- 
charged, leave little time for diſſipation 
or wearineſs of thought, and render the 
mind not only ſtrong and valuable, but 
tranquil and chearful. The two eldeſt 
children now began to claim the ir con- 
ſtant care and obſervation : they atten- 
tively watched their diſpoſitions, which 
they ſoon found to be very different 
. from 
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from each other. George, upon every 
_ occaſion, diſplayed a great degree of 
obſtinacy and ſelfiſhneſs, which perhaps 


might, in ſome meaſure, have originated 


from the exceſſive indulgence of his 
uncle, who could never endure that he 
ſhould ſuffer contradiction of any kind, 
and had made himſelf a perfect ſlave to 


all his little humours. This was Mrs. 


Maitland's opinion, who thought much 
injury might be done to the natural 
temper and diſpoſition before the age 


of four years, 


Little Henry was, on the contrary, 


open, generous, and docile; though at 


the ſame time extremely warm, and per- 
fectly fearleſs. It was eaſy, by kind- 
neſs, to obtain any thing from him, but 
he would reſiſt the unceremonious de- 
mands of his brother, to the very ut- 
moſt of his ſtrength; and being more 
active, as well as athletic, would often 
beat him fairly off the field. Their 
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parents would ſometimes let theſe little 
ſtruggles take their courſe, in order the 
better to judge of the propenſities of 
the children, but in general they would 
interpoſe before their paſſions were raiſed 
too high, and put an end to the diſpute, 
by obliging the aggreſſor to render ſtrict 
juſtice to the injured party, which was 
generally found to be little Henry. As 
for Mary, who was but juſt turned of 
twelve months old, much could not 
yet be pronounced of her, but from her 
ſtriking reſemblance to her mother, 
Mr. Maitland hoped every thing that 
was amiable and worthy. . 

In ſuch pleaſing cares and duties, 
month ſtole after month almoſt un- 
marked and unnumbered, by this de- 
ſerving and happy pair. Sir George 
had been abſent rather more than twelve 
months, when his brother received a 
letter from him, in which, after a good 
deal of preface and apparent unwilling- 

. „ nels, 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, 129 


neſs, he informed him, that Lady Mait-- 
land had, two months before, declared 
herſelf pregnant ; a circumſtance which, 
after the example of his ſiſter, ſhe had 
carefully concealed from every body, 
except Miſs Henly, from whom he had 
at laſt learned it; and, that three days 
previous to the date of that letter, ſhe 
had been delivered of a daughter, who, - 
as well as herſelf, was likely to live and 
do well. I am happy, (continued Sir 
George,) to add, that her conduct ſince 
our arrival at this place, has been every 
thing I could wiſh; and that I have 
reaſon to hope, my future mode of liv- 
ing with her, will be much happier than 
the paſt has been. He concluded, by 
aſſuring his brother, that if it did not 
pleaſe heaven to ſend. him more chil- 
dren, he ſhould ſtill conſider little 
George as his heir, only. (as it would cer- 
tainly be his duty,) making an ample 
i provi- 


* 
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proviſion for his daughter as a N 


child. 


The reader will eaſily conceive the 


furpriſe of Mr. Maitland, upon peruſing 


the contents of this letter. The change 
in his countenance was inſtantly obſery- 


ed by his wife, who being accuſtomed 


from him to an unlimited communica- 
tion of intelligence, wondered to ſee 


him fold it up in filence, and remain 
in a mufing poſture. What is the mat- 


ter, my love, (ſaid ſne, laying her hand 


gently upon his arm,) no ill news from 


France, I hope? Not very good, (re- 
plied Mr. Maitland,) in a half peeviſh 
accent: then, as if recollecting him- 


ſelf, Why, my beſt life, (faid he) ſhould 
I doubt the reſolution and equality of 
mind with which you can bear a diſap- 
pointment? It muſt now be put to the 


proof: read this; but remember, that 
felicity does not depend upon fortune; 
28 4 proof of which, recollect how much 

happier 
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happier we have lived than Sir George 


and Lady Maitland. So ſaying, he 


gave the letter into her hand, and tak- 


ing little Mary, who was playing upon 


the carpet, up in his arms, walked into 


the garden, followed by the two boys, 


who ſeldom ſuffered him to move un- 
accompanied. 


In leſs than a quarter of an hour, he 


was followed by Mrs. Maitland, who 
giving him the letter with a ſmile, And 
is this (ſaid ſhe) the ſevere trial of my 
conſtancy which you had to make? I 
muſt acknowledge, that the information 


contained in that letter ſurpriſes me, 
but it is not ſuch as gives us the ſmalleſt 


pretenſion to complain. Our children 
may be brought up to uſeful and repu- 


table profeſſions, in the honourable pur- 
ſuit of which, they will probably be 
happier than in a ſtate of unemployed 


independance. Had this change taken 
place (continued ſhe) a dozen years 
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132 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 
hence, it might have proved a misfor- 
tune; becauſe they might, by that time, 
have formed expectations and habits of 
thinking improper for mediocrity of 
. fituation and fortune; but they may 
no be formed to the circumſtances they 
are likely to encounter, and paſs through 
life with reputation and comfort. May 
the little ſtranger, of whoſe birth we 
have juſt received an account, be every 
thing her worthy father can hope or de- 
fire! I truſt neither my dear Harry, nor 
myſelf, ſhall ever repine, becauſe our 
children do not poſſeſs that to which 
they have no longer the ſhadow of right, 
Mr. Maitland lifted her hand to his 
lips, Shall I never know the full value 
(aid he) of my dear Mary's heart and 
underſtanding ? Well might my bro- 
ther ſay, as he once did, that in thee ! 
poſſeſs a treaſure, compared with which 
the world contains nothing that is va- 
luable. What you ſay is perfectly juſt, 


and 
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and I now ſee things in a light, quite 
different from that in which they ap- 
peared ſome minutes ſince, when I 
looked upon my children with as much 
pain, as if they had been ſuddenly de- 
prived of the common comforts of life; 
but I now think, with my dear philo- 
ſopher, that the change in their expec- 
tations may be, in its effects, a bleſſing 
| rather than a misfortune; and that, at 
all events, it is our duty chearfully to 
ſubmit to the decrees of Providence. 
As to the promiſe contain'd in my bro- 
ther's letter, of ſtill continuing to con- 
ſider George as his heir, we neither 
ought to depend upon, or ever wiſh, 
that he ſhould fulfil it; he may proba- 
| bly have a ſon of his own; or if that 
ſhould not be the caſe, his concern for 
what he now believes we feel, will wear 
off, and his affection for his child 
ſtrengthen; his fortune is her natural 
KIA e @ a0; _ right, 
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right, nor could we, without injuſtice, 
deprive her of its ſmalleſt part. 
In theſe ſentiments Mrs. Maitland 
entirely agreed with her huſband. Upon 
their return to the houſe, the latter im- 
mediately fat down to congratulate Sir 
George, upon the pleaſing event which 
had taken place in his family, from 
which he wiſhed him every poſſible in- 
creaſe of felicity; he then proceeded 
wholly to releaſe him from the promiſe 
contained in his letter, and to aſſure 
him, that neither Mrs. Maitland, or 
himſelf, were ſo bent upon accumulat- 
ing wealth for their children, as to wiſh 
its acquiſition at the expence of natural 
Juſtice. 
There is nothing ſo pleaſing and fa 
tis factory to the human mind, as ſelf- 
approbation and conſcious rectitude. 


1 ſoul, ſupported by theſe ſweeteners 


of exiſtence, is rarely to be depreſſed 
by common misfortunes; or, if for a 
4 wWjhile 
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while it is obſcured by diſappointment, 


the ſhades of ſorrow quickly diſperſe; _ 


and hope, like the bright ſun burſting 
through a cloud of darkneſs, ſhines 
through its temporary vail with double 
luſtre. Thus the chearfulneſs of this 
worthy and amiable pair, ſeemed more 
to be increaſed than leſſened, by the 
great alteration which a few hours had 
made in their future proſpects; and a 
common obſerver would have thought 
their minds had been lightened, rather 
than depreſſed, by the probable loſs of 
fixteen thouſand poundy a year. 
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UNEXPECTED ALTERATIONS, 


EVERAL ſucceeding letters, which 
Mr. Maitland received from his 
brother, were filled with various re- 


- Petitions of the promiſe contained in 


that which informed him of the birth 


of his daughter ; notwithſtanding which 


he ſtill reſolved to bring up his family 


in ſuch a manner as ſhould render them 


independant of their performance. It 
was reſolved, if nothing in the parti- 
cular inclinations of the boys contra- 
dicted the deſtination, that George 
ſhould be brought up to the Bar, and 
Henry to the Church, in which ſitua- 


tions they would be amply provided for, 
as at the death of his mother the eldeſt 


would poſſeſs her jointure of twelve 
hundred pounds a year; and the young- 
* eſt 
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eſt and his ſiſter have, at their father's 
deceaſe, ten thouſand pounds each; at 
the ſame time they propoſed, by ſome- 
what leſſening the preſent expences of 
their family, to lay by a few hundred 
pounds a year, which would enable 
them, when the children grew up, to 
make them genteel allowances without 
further confining their own way of liv- 
ing, or decreaſing the number of thoſe 
generous and charitable actions which 
it was their delight to perform. 

Such was the plan laid down, and 
beginning to be executed at Furze- 
Hill, when the peace and chearfulneſs 
of its excellent inhabitants were again 
diſturbed by a letter from Sir George. 
It was very ſhort, and only informed 
them that he had been ſuddenly ſeized 
with a violent ſpitting of blood, which 
had ſo reduced and weakened him, that, 
convinced he could not live many 
months, he had reſolved to return im- 

mediately 
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mediately with his family, in hope of 
enjoying the conſolation of dying at 
home, and ſurrounded by his beſt 

friends. This melancholy epiſtle was 
accompanied by one from Lady Mait- 
land, in which fhe lamented the miſ- 
fortune which threatened her in the loſs 
of the beſt and tendereſt of huſbands; 
requeſted that every thing might be 
prepared *for their reception at W ood- 
burn; recommended herſelf and child 
to the care and protection of Mr, Mait- 
land, intreating that all miſunderſtand- 
ings and reſentments might be forgot- 
ten between them, and that they might 
for the future look upon each other as 
friends and relations. 

The latter epiſtle ſurpriſed, almoſt # as 
much as the former affected them. 
They proceeded, however, to the im- 
_ mediate execution of the requeſts it 
contained; and all things being put in 

readineſs for the reception of the family 
| | ak. 
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at Woodburn, waited with a kind of 
melancholy impatience for their arrival, 
which they at once wiſhed and dreaded. 
Hoy little do poor ſhort ſighted mor- 
tals perceive the dangers by which they 
are ſurrounded! How ill are they en- 
abled to guard againſt them! While 
the attention 1s painfully fixed upon a 
thorn that lies in their path, they ob- 
ſerve not the dreadful gulf into which 


they are about to plunge. Thus, while 


Mrs. Maitland was lamenting the loſs 


the feared to ſuſtain of a faithful friend 
and affectionate brother, a far heavier 


ſtroke was preparing to fall upon her 
unguarded head; a ftroke by which all 
her hopes of worldly happineſs were 


_obſcured; and ſhe was left in that moſt 


forlorn of all conditions, the widowed 


mother of helpleſs orphans. Mr. Mait- 
land, while in the moſt perfect ſtate of 


apparent health, was ſeized with a ſud- 


den and violent fever, which, in a few 


days, 
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days, reduced him to that ſtate in which 
the youngeſt, the gayeſt, and the hap. 
pieſt muſt one day ſubmit to lye. 
Mrs. Maitland's grief was deep, 
ſilent, and laſting, ſuch as dwells in the 
heart, and will neither evaporate in 
tears or lamentations; yet, though like 
a greedy and inſatiable monſter, it de- 
voured every little enjoyment and com- 


fort, it deprived her not of that ſtrength 


of underſtanding, fortitude of mind, 
and confidence in heaven, for which ſhe 
had ever been remarkable; which had 
brightened her days of happineſs, and 
now enabled her to endure thoſe of diſ- 
appointment and affliction, Her children 
were ſtill objects of her fondeſt ſolici- 
tude and tenderneſs ; for their ſakes ſhe 
ſtrove to throw off the load of forrow by 
which her heart was oppreſſed, reflect- 
ing that ſhe muſt now act for them in a 
double capacity, not only as a com- 
Panion 
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panion and inſtructor, but as a pro- 
tector and guard. 

She determined to complete the plan 
vhich her beloved huſband had pointed 
out, and in ſome degree begun to 
execute; and in every thing to conduct 
herſelf by thoſe rules which ſhe knew 
ne would have approved had he till 
continued with her; nor were the at- 
tentions of friendſhip neglected by her; 
ſhe requeſted Mrs. Clement to write a 
particular account of the loſs ſhe had 
ſuſtained to Lady Maitland, begging 
her to inform Sir George of it in the 
moſt cautious manner, left the ſurprize 
and grief ſhould be too much for his 
weak ſtate. Thus, in all changes of 
ſituation, did this worthieſt of women 
diſcharge every duty which ſenſibility 
pointed out, or the occaſion required, 
ſtifling thoſe ſelfiſh repinings to which 
the afflicted heart is naturally prone, by 

active 
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active benevolence and extenſive vſe· 


fulneſs. 
About a 3 . the Fey of 


Mr. Maitland, Sir George and his family 
arrived at Woodburn. His weakneſs 
had obliged him to travel by very ſhort 


ſtages, and increaſed ſo much towards 
the end of his journey as to make it 


neceſſary to have him carried in a litter. 
He was ſcarce ſeated in his dreſſing- 


room before he expreſſed the ſtrongeſt 
deſire of ſeeing his fiſter and her chil- 
dren, upon which Miſs Henly was diſ- 
| patched in the coach to requeſt them to 
favour him with that ſatisfaction. 
Their meeting was ſolemn and af- 
fecting; it required all Mrs. Maitland's 
conſtancy and reſolution to ſupport her- 
ſelf through it. Sir George ſhed tears 


in abundance, at once the evidences of 
his ſorrow, and of the weak ſtate to 


which he was reduced: he kiſſed the 
children with unabated affection, admir- 


ed 
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ed their perſons and growth, and re- 
queſted Lady Maitland to ſend for her 
little Juliana, that his ſiſter might ſee 


what a beautiful engaging creature ſhe 
Was. | 


her ſiſter with the utmoſt cordiality, and 
even condeſcended to kiſs the children, 


ſaying they were charming little things, 
and wonderfully improved, ſhe appear- 
ed unwilling to comply with the requeſt. 


of her huſband, ſaying ſhe believed the 
nurſe had put her to ſleep : to which Sir 
George anſwered, Well, do ſend and 


ſee; it is impoſſible that ſhe can want 
reſt, for you know ſhe ſlept almoſt all 
our journey. To this her Ladyſhip 
making no reply, Miſs Henly aroſe and 
ſaid, ſhe would go and fetch the dear 
little creature. No, no, (replied Lady 
Maitland half peeviſhly) let nurſe bring 


her, if ſhe muſt come; but I think ſo 
many children at once muſt certainly 
fatigue 


Though Lady Maitland had received 
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fatigue Sir George too much. You are 


right, Lady Maitland, (replied her ſiſter,) 
I will take my little folks to viſit their 


couſin in the nurſery. I will have the 


child brought here (ſaid the Baronet in 


aà determined tone ;) you know, my 
dear, (continued he, addreſſing Lady 


Maitland) the company of 3 I love 


never fatigues me. 

The bell was now rung, and a foot- 
man appearing, orders were given that 
Juliana ſhould be brought in. Mrs. 
Maitland, ſurprized at the reluctance 
her ladyſhip expreſſed to ſhow what ſhe 


had ſuppoſed ſhe would be ſo vain of, 


expected to behold a very plain child, 
knowing, if that was the caſe, its mo- 
ther was weak enough to eſteem it a 


ſufficient cauſe for neglect, if not of 


averſion. How much then, and how 
pleaſingly was ſhe diſappointed when 
the nurſe entered, and preſented to her 


eyes one of the lovelieſt little creatures 
they 


1 
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they had ever beheld; Her ſkin was 


fair as nature could make it, and paint- 


ed with her freſheſt bloom; her ſoft 
blue eyes were almoſt ſhaded by the 


quantity of bright auburn hair which 
fell upon her beautiful low forehead; 


her mouth was rather wide, and gave a 

ſweet openneſs to her countenance; and 
when ſhe laughed a little dimple played 
in her left cheek; which irrefiſtibly 
tempted the beholder to devour it with 


kiſſes. 


Mrs. Maitland was charmed with the 


uncommon beauty of her appearance, 


and taking her in her arms declared 
that ſhe was the moſt lovely infant ſhe- 
had ever beheld. Is ſhe not a beauti - 


ful creature, (ſaid Sir George?) Had: 


figh ;) but that muſt not be. A tear 
fell from the eye of Mrs. Maitland up- 


on the hand of her little niece, wha was 


by this time ſurrounded by her couſins, 
me ĩͤ ß all 


* N — ihe 1 n — 1 My _ „„ yams = — Ho. Ear ner ck ern r * I 2 —— 
. . N. r 4 * . 55 SS x VEE V , D - 6 > > _ 

B — rr Nov: r 8 — r 5 — 1 — 2 3 . "+ * n » a 7 2 . 

TEE. 3 2 2 * 5 EIT; 1 N n oy Wha . 4 + 2 —e5 5 "3% 2 5 9 — * 2 82 r * * * S755 PR 
= rr. / W < TR > 72 * 8. _ . N ; 3 . Rk n r <7 _ P X 
2 7 8 N G * . Y 3x. * 2 1 r n — + fr IE ON 2 ——ů Se ERIE 4 * 
223 = «a . 2 a 5 3 4 ; N= 2 * & Yet, x — 9 4 ” 
N 3 by * > * — % * 4 = _ - 4 * 3 _ * ng 2 + WV p pf = — bs — 

6 ——— ne * — 4 * = 8 . 


rr 3 = IA” ary => — 
ä——ä—F—ĩ— i!... 


J Sr e 


> — 2 PORE . ” - 2 
- —_ — — . — L - 
I EI TD — — . —— — 
r ccc 
Hr IC SI n FR > . = 
SU — * — a dre > «5 1 2 


—— — — 
EEE EL 


— —ͤ — n 
— 


* 
— — 


22 2 ho —ͤ— 
1 
U - „ 7 1 — 
3 — 
- 


. 
rr : 
RE SITS — 75 2 es 


r 8 * 
—— ms COT 
— * > 


* — E 

— hen: CET BIRT — 
2 3 
> - *. ERS 
bh 8 ISL 
- — 
25 
* 53 


— —ů 


- e 
I 2 1 — SP 


146 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


all expreſſing their admiration of ſome. 


thing or other about her. George ob- 


ſerved what a fine cap ſhe had on (his 


ſiſter not being accuſtomed to wear 
any.) Henry, what pretty little feet 
ſhe had; and Mary was wonderfully 
taken with a fine gilt coral and bells 
which were faſtened to her ſaſh. 

- What ſay you, George, (ſaid his uncle) 
will you have her for a wife? Then 


turning to Mrs. Maitland, how happy 


ſhould I have been, (added he,) could 


I have lived to ſee ſuch an event take 
place. You and Lady Maitland may. 
I have taken every ſtep to ſecure the 

probability of it, and it is my earneſt | 


requeſt to you both, that you will do 
all in your power to promote and for- 
ward it. The influence which, by the 
right uſe of early impreſſions, may be 
gained over young minds, is'very great; 
and I truſt you will turn its utmoſt 
force principally to this grand object. 

| i. | Ws. 
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An early marriage, ſhould they grow 
up agreeable to each other, is what I 
would particularly recommend. Late 


ones are ſeldom happy, even where the 
ages are equal; for by a long habit of 


acting, upon all ' occaſions, according 
to its OWN pleaſure, the mind loſes that 
complying conformity, which in a de- 


fire of obliging a beloved object, finds 


as much or more pleaſure from the re- 
linquiſnment, as the poſſeſſion of its 
withes ; a diſpoſition which (at leaſt on 


one ſide) is abſolutely neceſſary to the 


peace and comfort-of the married ſtate. 


Mrs. Maitland aſſured Sir George, 


that, excluſive of the very great advan- 
tage ſuch a marriage would be to her 
lon, nothing could afford her more plea- 
{ure, than to be inſtrumental in com- 
pleating any with of his, eſpecially in a 
circumſtance which - ſhe knew would 
have afforded fo much delight to her 
dear e had it pleaſed! heaven to 
| or. 


have 
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have indulged her in a longer continu- 
ance of his protection. Lady Maitland 


- only obſerved, that it was a great while 


to look forward: and that if any par- 
ticular pains were taken to make the 
children like each other, it would more 
probably be the means of creating aver- 
ſion between them. To which Sir 
George replied, that he was by no means 
of her opinion; that, on the contrary, 
he believed the youthful mind, by early 
and judicious. cultivation, might be 
guided to any thing ; beſides, (conti- 
nued he,) the perſons. and underſtand- 
| ings of the children, ſeem to favour 
our hopes; and JI am fully perſuaded, - 
that it will be very poſlible to make 
them grow up habitual lovers. 

The worthy Baronet was ſo deeply 
intereſted i in this ſubject, that for a time 
he ſeemed to have forgotten his weak- 
neſs, and to exert a degree of energy 


* warmth, | to which his exhauſted 
ſtate 
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ſtate appeared unequal ; but Mrs, Mait- 
land obſerving his ſpirits beginning to 
flag, took her leave, promiſing, at his 
particular requeſt, to viſit him every 
day, a requeſt in which her Ladyſhip 
earpeſtly joined, being glad of ſome- 
body to divide with her and Miſs ** 

the taſk of attending him. 1 
For more than a fortnight Mrs. Mait- 
land paſſed a conſiderable part of every 
day at Wood burn, an act of friendſhip 
which ſhe could more conveniently per- 
form, as Mrs. Clement was conftanily 
at.home with the children, of whom ſhe 
was very fond, and in every particular” 
of their treatment regularly purſued rhe 
rules laid down by their mother; the 
reaſonableneſs and propriety of which 
ſhe had good ſenſe enough to perceive,.. 
and reſolution to practiſe. Every day 
Sir George would order his little Juliana 
to be brought to his ſiſter, in whoſe 
arms he — to ſee her held. He 
8 35 would 
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would often earneſtly recommend his 
darling to her future care and pro- 
tection, ſaying, that upon her he de- 
pended for the virtue and information 
of his child. This was often repeated 
in the preſence of Lady Maitland, who 
appeared not at all hurt by the com- 
pliment implied to the ſuperior under- 
ſtanding and diſpoſition of her ſiſter, 
Indeed ſhe expreſſed very little fondneſs 
for her child, ſeldom careſſing or tak- 

ing any notice of it; and a firanger, 
who had compared her behaviour with 
that of Mrs. Maitland, would not have 
heſitated to pronounce the latter its 
mother, Miſs Henly, on the contrary, 
was never tired of praiſing its beauty 

and ſenſe, both of which ſhe repreſented 
as altogether uncommon and wonder- 
ful: ſhe-was ever ready to fly to the 
nurſery in order to bring it to Sir 
George, when he expreſſed an inclina- 
tion to ſee it, and always appeared un- 
Willing 
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willing to take it back again, when 


Lady Maitland obſerved that its conti- 


nuance in the room fatigued him, which 
was generally the caſe in leſs than a 
quarter of an hour after it was brought 
in. This officiouſneſs Mrs. Maitland 


attributed to her deſire of recommend- 


ing herſelf to Sir George, by ſuch an 
extreme attention to his little favourite, 
for ſhe had no high opinion of her 
good nature, and thought the fuſs ſhe 
made about the child greater than was 
conſiſtent with diſintereſted fondneſs. 


Since the day upon which Sir George 
returned to Woodburn, he appeared to 


grow gradually weaker, till the fatigue 


of being moved out of his bed became 


greater than he was able to bear. He 


ſeldom ſpoke except to his ſiſter, and 


to her of little, but the future union 


of their children, a circumſtance upon 
which he appeared to have fixed his 
whole heart. At length even this ſub- 
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je& failed to intereſt him; he loſt all 


attention to, or knowledge of the things 


about him, and after remaining a few 


days in this melancholy ſtate of un- 
conſcious exiſtence, expired without the 
ſmalleſt appearance of pain or ſtruggle, 


Mrs. Maitland quitted the houſe in a 


ſew hours after the death of the worthy 
Baronet, and flew for conſolation to her 
beloved children. She plainly per- 


ceived that any comfort ſhe could offer 


was. wholly unneceſſary at Woodburn, 
where, after a. very poor attempt at a 


Fainting fit, and a paſſionate ſhower of 


tears, Lady Maitland had gradually re- 
covered the ſerenity of her temper, and, 
in a voice of melancholy ſoftneſs, begun 
to conſult Miſs Henly about the moſt 


elegant kind of mourning. More was 


not neceſſary to convince her that all 
the ceremony of grief was at an end, 
though ſne had long been convinced 


that ſhe entertained the moſt perfect in- 


difference, 
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difference, if not diſlike for her huſ- 
band; the inſenſibility and hardneſs 
with which ſhe had beheld the awful 
ſcene ſo latelys exhibited before her, a 
ſcene in its nature calculated to awaken 
every feeling, and rouſe apprehenſion 
in the moſt ſtupid and inattentive, filled 
her with diſguſt, and ſhe quitted her 


preſence, ſincerely wiſhing that the near 5 


connection ſubſiſting between them did 
not oblige her ever more to enter it; 
but no ſooner did the idea of the little 
Juliana enter her thoughts, than diſ- 
dain and anger were converted into 
pity and tenderneſs. She could not 


without extreme pain. reflect upon the 


negle& with which at preſent ſhe was 
likely to be treated ; the little care thar . 
would be taken to form her temper and | 
- diſpoſition, and the future bad impreſ- 
fions which would probably be made bs 
upon her mind by the example. of her 
mother, and the inſtructions of Miſs . 
| + he Henly. 
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Henly. She reſolved to exert her whole 
power in ſome degree to counteract the 
effects of theſe Unfortunate circum- 
ſtances, to embrace every opportunity 
of having her with her, of engaging her 
affections, and inſtilling into her tender 
mind the ſeeds of honour and rectitude; 
but ſhe greatly feared the overpowering 
influence of precept and example, ſup- 
ported by the natural impetuoſity of 
youth, and countenanced by the gene- 
ral manners and ſentiments of the age, 
would render her attempts at formation 
and correction no better than moral 
quixotifim, and that her undertaking 
would afford little more hope of ſucceſs 
than his, who ſeeks to confine the winds, 
or ſtop the courſe of the torrent. 
This ſubject tcok up much of her 
thoughts and attention; ſhe reſolved 
to omit no civility in her power to pay 
Lady Maitland, in order to induce her 
the more willingly to indulge her with 
1 the 
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the company of her daughter. She had 
ſome hope that the little fondneſs ſhe 
appeared to feel for her, and her diſ- 
like to every degree of attention and 
trouble, might induce her to truſt her 
to her care during the approaching 
winter, which ſhe had no doubt ſhe in- 
tended to ſpend in town; and this 
might poſſibly begin a cuſtom of leav- 
ing her at Furze-Hill a part of every 
year, which would be gaining a point 
of great conſequence. The oppoſition 
' ſhe chiefly dreaded was from Miſs 
Henly, who always affected an im- 
moderate fondneſs for the child, and 
ſeemed to take it for granted that ſhe 
was to have the whole management and 
ſuperintendance of, what ſhe ſty led, 

her education, often calling her her lit- 
tle pupil, and declaring ſhe longed to 
begin the pleaſing taſk of inſtruction, 
in which ſhe did not doubt of having 
. 6 5 her 


6 ; 
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her delightful labours crowned, with a 
degree of ſucceſs equal to ow moſt 
* wiſhes. L $1 


W. 


CHAPTER Xl. 
THE FUNERAL, 


'HE funeral of the late worthy 
Baronet, in the regulation of 
which his widow was intirely directed 
by her uncle Lord Harland, was per- 
formed with a degree of parade and 
magnificence, which that, in general 
a judicious, and wholly unoſtentatious 
man would have been the laſt to en- 
courage, as a compliment to himſelf, 
or to conſider as an honourable teſti- 
mony of regard to the merits of another. 
The ceremony was no ſooner over than 
TT 5 7 his 
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bis Lordſhip, in whoſe hands Sir George 
had placed a copy of his laſt will, wait- 
ed upon Mrs. Maitland, requeſting 

that ſhe would the next morning be at 
Woodburn, in order to be preſent when 
it was opened. She was too ſenſible of 
the propriety of this requeſt, to fail in 
her compliance, eſpecially as ſhe had 
every reaſon to believe that her eldeſt 
ſon had an intereſt in its contents. 

It was found that Sir George had 
augmented his lady's jointure from two, . 
the original ſettlement, to three thou- 
ſand pounds a year:? TO Mrs. Mait- 
land, he had left an annuity of eight 
hundred pounds, thereby making her 

income a complete two thouſand per 
annum; and a legacy of five thouſand 
pounds to each of her younger children. 
Out of the bulk of his fortune, he aſ- 
ſigned one thouſand a year for the edu- 
cation and maintenance of his daughter, 
| . a 11 ſum for that of his eldeſt 
_ nephew 3 


- 


158. HENRY AND ISABELLA, 


nephew; placing them both, during : 


their minority, under the immediate 


care and guardianſhip of Mrs. Mait- 
land. The management of the reſidue 
of his fortune he aſſigned to Lord Har- 
land, directing that the rents ſhould 
accumulate till his daughter became of 
age, at which time it was his deſire, if 
not diſagreeable to the parties, that a 
marriage ſhould immediately take place 
between her and the young Baronet. 
If this was declined on his part, he di- 
rected that the annuity which had been 
aſſigned him during his minority, ſhould 
be continued to him for life, and the 
whole bulk of his fortune be put into 
the poſſeſſion of his daughter; but if 
on hers, ſhe ſhould forfeit to him the 
eſtates belonging to Woodburn-manor, 

the rents of which rather exceeded ſix 
thouſand pounds a year. He likewiſe 
ordered that his nephew ſhould be 


. up at Eton or Weſtminſter, 
which 
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which ever his mother moſt. approved 5 
from thence be removed to Oxford; 
and, at the age of twenty, be ſent to 
travel for three years: that his daugh- 
ter ſhould live intirely with Mrs. Mait- 
land, to whom he left the whole ma- 
nagement of her education, and every 
degree of maternal authority. This, 
together with a legacy of two thouſand 
pounds to Miſs Henly, who ſoon afger- 
wards married an attorney of the name 
of Martin, and a few: charitable dona- 
tions and remembrances to his domeſ- 
tics, was the whole: ſubſtance of his 
will. 1 TT: | 
Lady Maitland at firſt appeared highly: 
offended at the idea of having her 
daughter taken from under her protec- 
tion, declaring that it was an inſult to- 
which ſhe. would never ſubmit; in 
which reſolution ſhe was encouraged by 
Miſs Henly, who proteſted that ſuch a 
ſep was a direct violation of the laws of 
nature, 
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nature, and that very undue influence 
muſt have been uſed with Sir George, 
to induce him to direct the performance | 


of ſo cruel an a&. 


A ſhort lecture, e beet Lord 
: Harlarid, in which he gently reminded. 
her of ſome circumſtances, which but 
too well juſtified her late huſband in 
this regulation, intirely ſilenced her 

complaints; which, as they only pro- 

ceededfrom1elf-intereſted vanity, eaſily 
gave way to the expectations of pleaſure, 
which the unhoped for augmentation of 
her jointure, and the liberty of reſiding 


| Wherever ſhe thought proper, afforded : 
and Miſs Henly, who perfectly under- 


ſtood the art of accommodation, finding 
ſhe could not rouſe her out of the ſtate 
of maternal indifference into which ſhe. 


was ſunk, ceaſed to importune her fur- 
ther upon the ſubject. n 


Mrs. Maitland, though impatient ds | 
have her little charge conſigned to her 


care, 


: , 
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care, was too delicate to requeſt! her 
removal from Woodburn before the 
time appointed by Lady Maitland for 
leaving the country. The latter was 
too impatient again to behold ſcenes 
that had once afforded her ſo much de- 
light, and enjoy the only kind of plea- 
ſure of which her mind was capable, 
long to delay this deſired removal. As 
ſoon as the ſeaſon was ſufficiently ad- 
vanced to render it decent for a woman 
of faſhion to be in town, ſhe gave orders 
for her journey, and the morning before 
that upon which ſhe was to ſet out, de- 
livered the beautiful little Juliana to 
Mrs. Maitland, without the ſmalleſt 
apparent reluctance, or emotion of ten- 
derneſs, ſaying, ſhe was really much 
obliged to her for taking the little crea- 
ture off her hands, as, during her reſi- 
_ dence in town, it would have been im- 
poſſible for her to have paid her the 


ea attention. 
But 
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But not with the ſame indifference 
was ſhe received by that beſt of women, 
Preſſing her gently to her boſom, and 
kiſſing her ſmiling face with an affection 
truly maternal, ſhe aſſured Lady Mait- 
land that it ſhould be her ſtudy to diſ- 
charge the ſacred truſt committed to 
her, in the very beſt manner of which 
the was capable, and that the little 


Juliana ſhould be treated with all the 


tenderneſs and attention which her own 
15 yr hag e ever On 


p 
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CHA PTER XI. 
FEMALE TUITION. | 


AVING at length FO our 

heroine to the reader,. and placed 
her in a fituation wherein ſhe is likely 
to receive all the indulgence which her 
tender age can demand, and all the im- 
provement of which it is capable, we 
muſt, like Shakeſpear's chorus, intreat 
him to paſs over a conſiderable number 
of years, in which nothing more im- 
portant than the uſual progreſs from 
infancy to riſing youth, happened to 
claim his attention. The words, ac- 
tions, and diſpoſitions of children, tho 

highly intereſting to a thoughtful, phi- 

loſophic mind, will, by the generality 
of readers, be accounted. but dull enter- 
tainment: we ſhall therefore only re- 


mark, that the Jae manner in 
which 
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which Mrs, Maitland treated her young 
pupils, appeared to have all the effect 
ſhe could herſelf deſire. The obſtinate 


temper of her eldeſt ſon was much cor- 


rected, the natural goodneſs of Henry's 
improved, and the two girls every day 
became more pleaſing and amiable. 


Lady Maitland generally viſited 


Woodburn for about three months 
every year, during which her houſe 
was uſually crouded with company, 
and the too fully engaged to have much 


time or attention to throw away upon 
Mrs. Maitland or Juliana. She always 
appeared perfectly ſatisfied with her im- 


provements, contented herſelf with ſee- 
ing her about once in a week or fort- 
night, and making her two or three 
little faſhionable preſents before ſhe 


quitted the country. The greateſt part 


of her Ladyſhip's time was paſſed at the 
houſes'of her friends and relations, par- 
* that of Nn Harland, who had 
— married 
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married a gentleman. of a noble family 
and large fortune, though unpoſſeſſed of 
title. Mrs. Mordant had always been 
her favorite friend, (as ſhe uſed to ſtyle 
her) and it being agreeable and conve- 
nient to that lady to have in her family 
a faſhionable woman, who could afford 


to pay her own hair-dreſſer, and was 


always ready to make one in her par- 
ties, Lady Maitland found from her a 
chearful reception, and at length, ex- 


cept. thoſe: months in which ſhe reſided 


at Woodburn, became her almoſt con- 
ſtant gueſt. 


When Sir George was arrived at the 
age of ſix years, Lord Harland remind- 


ed his mother of the directions contained 
in the will of his late uncle, telling her 


he thought it full time that he ſhould 


be ſent to ſchool; to which Mrs. Mait- 
land anſwered, that ſhe: hoped maternal 


fondneſs, or weakneſs as the generality 


of people might © term it, would never 
iaduce 


— — — 
2 — — — — 


166 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


induce her to detain her ſon at home, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, to his own diſad- 
vantage; but ſhe thought it was, by at 
leaſt two years, too early to truſt him in 
a public ſchool. * She added, that from 
eight to eighteen was certainly long 
enough for a regular ſtudy of the dead 
languages, as well as the attainment of 
every uſeful and ornamental accom- 
pliſhment;; and it was her opinion, 
that, before that time, provided a habit 
of attention was acquired by - regular 
leſſons in the language they were accuſ- 
tomed to ſpeak, enough was to be done 
in the regulation of the diſpoſition and 
eſtabliſhment of health. 

To theſe arguments his Lord mi p had 
little to oppoſe, and Sir George was 
fuffered to remain quietly with his mo- 
ther till the time fixed upon by herſelf 
for his (quitting her. Eton was the 
ſeminary of education fixed upon by her 
for his preſent reſidence. - This pre- 

ES ference 


duty and debt of gratitude to ſubmit to 


ſeparate the brothers, | Henry, though a 


year younger 5 Was ſuffered to accom- 


pany him. Lord Harland obligingly 


undertook the care of placing them 
properly in the college, and they quit- 
ted Furze-Hill with all the ſpirit and 
chearfulneſs which conſtantly attends | 


youthful hope and expectation, 


Mrs. Maitland was now left to the 
care and management of her female 
vards; a ak perfectly ſuited to her 

Fo od diſpo- 
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ference was chiefly given on account of 
the better air which ſhe apprehended he 
would enjoy there, than in London; 
and, as he began to grow up, perhaps 
the fewer temptations to vice which 
would be thrown in his way. She 
would herſelf have choſen a private ; 
education for him, as, in her opinion, 
eyery way preferable; but as his uncle 
had directed otherwiſe, ſhe thought it a 


his determination. Being unwilling to 
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diſpoſition, and; from the ſweetneſs and 
docility of their tempers, rendered at 
once eaſy and pleaſant. Often did the 
_ wiſh herſelf miſtreſs of thoſe accompliſh. 
ments in which their fortunes and ſitua. 
tions in life made it neceſſary to have 
them inſtructed; but, as that was not 
the caſe, it became abſolutely requiſite 
to inquire for a perſon whoſe manners, 
education, and character, fitted her to 
be intruſted with the care of their im- 
provements, in quality of governeſs. 
Theſe inquiries were for a conſiderable 
time unſucceſsful. She had indeed 
many applications from perſons who 
believed themſelves perfectly qualified 
to undertake the taſk ; but ſome of 
their letters were ill ſpelt, others-un- 
grammatical; and where theſe defects 
did not appear, they were generally 
written in a ſtyle of pretence, and ſome- 
rimes vulgariſm, which ſufficiently con- 
vinced Mrs. Maitland that the writers 
ht ..* were 
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were far from being of a deſcription that | 
would ſuit the idea ſhe had formed of a 


perſon fitted to undertake that moſt 
arduous and important of all taſks, the 
proper education of youth. 


At length a letter arrived, with which 
ſhe was particularly pleaſed. The hand- 


writing was fine; the grammar and or- 
thography perfect; to which was added, 
an eaſe and elegance of expreſſion, and 


a degree of good ſenſe, and juſtneſs of 


thought, which ſhe had ſeldom met 
with, She was referred, for a further 
account of her abilities and character, 
to a very reſpectable family who lived 
at about the diſtance of twenty miles 


from Furze-Hill, where ſhe was in- 


formed the writer at that time reſided. 
Mrs, Maitland made an immediate and 


perſonal inquiry about her, and was ſo 
much pleaſed with her manners, con- 


verſation and appearance, ſo perfectly 
ſatisfied with the character given of her, 
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* '$ well as with the accompliſhments and 
underſtanding of a young lady whom 
ſhe had intirely brought | up, that ſhe 
gladly agreed to receive Mrs. Williams 


into her family ; allotted her a liberal 


falary; and aſſured | aer, upon condition 


of her attention to the Pupils placed | 


under her care, of the continuance of 
every comfort and conſequence her ſitu- 


ation could demand, or the houſe into 


which ſhe was received afford. 


For ſome weeks, it was Mrs. Mait- 


land's principal buſineſs to watch and 
obſerve every word and action of the 
new preceptor ; but this ſoon became a 
uſeleſs taſk, and was ſucceeded by the 
moſt | cordial and perfect confidence, 
The refined ſimplicity of manners, and 
unaffected good ſenſe of Mrs. Williams, 
together with her uncommon abilities 
and attainments, ſoon endeared her to 
Mrs, Maitland, in a degree which ſhe 


had never felt for any other woman ; 


. 


. | Po - a 
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: and a few months of unreſtrained i inti- 


macy, pleaſingly convinced her, that 


ſhe had not only obtained an excellent 


inſtructor for her children, but a moſt 


agreeable and valuable friend for her- 
ſelf. 


ws improvements of the children, 


under the tuition of their new governeſs, 
were rapid, and attended by none of 
thoſe difficulties which want of know- 
ledge and judgment in the teacher, or 
of temper and abilities in the learner, 
ſo often create. A few years had fo 
much enlarged their information, 
ſtrengthened their underſtandings, po- 


liſhed their manners, and improved 


their perſons, that they were univerſally 


admired wherever they appeared, as the 


fineſt and moſt elegant girls in the 
whole country. They were not, in- 
deed, much ſeen; for Mrs. Maitland 
was extremely cautious with whom ſhe 


ſu ffered them to converſe; - nor, not- 
1 2 nn 
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withſtanding the preſſing intreaties of 
Lady Harland and her daughters, would 
ſhe ever allow them to join the parties 


at her houſe, even for a ſingle day, 

without their being accompanied by 

Mrs. Williams or herſelf, | 
As for Lady Maitland, ſhe gave them 


very little trouble; for, as Juliana 
began to grow up, and was very tall of 
her age, ſhe appeared to think herſelf 


diſgraced by the approach of ſuch a 
daughter; and pretending to be intirely 


of her ſiſter's opinion, with regard to 


the neceſſity of keeping girls of her age 


out of large companies, ſeldom aſked 
her to Woodburn during the ſhort time 
me reſided there, and never but when 
quite alone; at which times the whole 
family at Furze-Hill were always in- 
vited with her: her ladyſhip feeling 
none of that tenderneſs which might 
endanger her reputation for good breed- 
ing, by inducing her to take more no- 


3 h 
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tice of her daughter than the reſt of the 
company; and ſhe would have been as 
unwilling to have paſſed a day alone 
with her as Mrs. Maitland could have 
been to conſent to ſuch a viſit. 5 
As for our heroine, ſhe expreſſed as 
little inclination to leave her aunt, as 
that excellent relation could do to part 
from her. Indeed, upon every occa- 
ſion, ſhe gave the moſt natural and 
ſtriking proofs of the eſteem and affec- 
tion ſhe felt for her and Mrs. Williams; 
whereas, the reſpect ſhe regularly paid 
to Lady Maitland, was of that cold 
unintereſting kind, which is merely the 
effect of principle, and implies neither 
the one or the other. Her way of 
living at Furze-Hill was, in all reſpects, 
that which is beſt calculated to infure_ 
the chearful and undiſturbed content- 
ment of an amiable well-diſpoſed mind. 
Both ſhe and her couſin were conſtantly. 
employed; but their n were 
1 4 ſo 
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fo varied, and in their own natures of 
ſo pleaſing 2 kind, that they ſeldom 
ſuffered the ſmalleſt degree of fatigue, 
They were accuſtomed to riſe early, and 
the whole morning, except the time of 
breakfaſt, and an hour for dreſſing be- 
fore dinner, was devoted to ſtudy, by 
which I here mean the acquiſition of 
ſuch knowledge and accompliſhments. 
as were judged proper for their rank, 


ſex and age. A perfect acquaintance 


with their native language they had 
early attained, as well as the power of 
reading and writing it with grace and. 
_ propriety. To this Mrs. Williams had 
added an almoſt equally accurate know- 

tedge of the French, and a more than 

general one of Italian. They both 
played well upon the harpſichord ; but 
Juliana had almoſt given up her atten- 
tion to that purſuit, in preference to a 
pedal Harp, of which ſweet and expreſ- 


live inſtrument ſhe was „ fond, and 
upon 
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upon which ſne performed with un- 
common grace, taſte and execution. 
Drawing was likewiſe a part of their 
daily buſineſs, and Mrs. Maitland's 
dreſſing-room was ornamented with | 
many well- taken copies and elegant de- 
Ggns, at once proofs of their attention 
and genius. Juliana had likewiſe a 
taſte for poetry, and often amuſed her- 
ſelf with tranſlating her French and 
Italian exerciſes in rhyme, a taſte which 
her governeſs wholly left to the 


11 


guidance of nature, neither attempting 


1 FE &%& 4, 


to ſuppreſs or afbiſt it by cultivation, 
being convinced that nature, which 
alone could beſtow the talent, could 
only improve and perfect i 1 

"Oe reader will eaſily believe that 
amidſt ſuch a variety of occupations, 
the mind of our heroine and her com- 
panion could find little time for laſſi- 
tude or diſcontent. I ſay time for laſ- 
fitude, for, however problemarical it 


14 may 
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may at firſt appear, I will venture to 
aſſert that exerciſe and even a degree of 
labour ſtrengthens the mind, my that 
nothing fatigues like too much leiſure, 
As the morning was devoted to buſi- 
neſs, ſo was the evening to amuſement. 
Walking, converſation, works of fancy 
and amuſing books, were the uſual 
means of paſſing thoſe ſocial hours; and 
as, though Mrs. Maitland viſited but 
little, ſhe yet kept up an intercourſe of 
friendly politeneſs with every genteel 
family in the neighbourhood, the ſcene 
was ſometimes enlivened by calls from 
them, which ſhe never returned without 
being accompanied by her fair wards. 
Upon theſe occaſions, the words and 
manners of thoſe they met with, under- 
went a ſtrict and minute criticiſm, 
every impropriety was pointed out, and 
every falfe notion traced to its original; 
not in the way of ſatire and ridicule ; 
but. as a means of accuſtoming the mind 
N to 
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to an attentive obſervation of character: 
and to give it, upon every occaſion, a 
ſtrong and quick IS of rectitude 


and error, 
There was likewiſe > 8 


ment in which Mrs. Maitland often in- 


dulged them, and of which they were 


extremely fond; an amuſement which 


tended more to enliven their ſpirits than 
the gayeſt of thoſe that a London win- 
ter can preſent, and which we would 
ſtrongly recommend to all thoſe fine 


ladies and gentlemen whoſe taſtes are 


too refined to be delighted with the 
everlaſting repetition of the ſame dull 
pleaſures, (which, if we may judge by 
the laſſitude and diſguſt viſible in the 


faces of at leaſt one half of thoſe who 


form the polite aſſemblys about town, 
is very frequently the caſe.) This 
amuſement was no other than viſiting 
the neighbouring cottages, where in- 


fancy, 9 misfortune and old age 


15 were 
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were pointed out as proper objects of 
their compaſſion and generoſity. At 
their approach the tear of ſorrow ceaſed 
to flow, the ſigh of anguiſh Was. ſup- 
preſſed; pain forgot to groan, and the 
haggard eye of deſpair was illumined 
by returning hope. The expectations 
Faiſed by their preſence, never were 
diſappointed ; for their ſmiles were the 
© harbingers of comfort, and want. fled 
the dwelling into which they entered. 
Such was the plan laid down and 
ſteadily purſued by Mrs. Maitland, in 
the education of her beloved pupils; 
their daily improvements of every kind 


was more than a reward for all her at- 


tentions and ſolicitude. As their years, 
ſttature, and beauty increaſed, ſhe had 
the pleaſure to obſerve an equal increaſe 
of knowledge, underſtanding and wore 
thineſs, 
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CHAPTER un. 


THE BROTHERS. | 


A at which we are now arrived, Sir 
George, in purſuance of the regulation 
his uncle had made, ſer out upon the 
grand tour. He was accompanied by 


the gentleman who had been his private 


tutor at Oxford, a voung man of good 
character and acknowledged abilities. 


During the time of the two young gen- | 


tlemen's continuance at Eton, and after 
their removal to the univerſity, they 
had regularly ſpent every vacation with 
their mother, except the two laſt, 
which Sir George had almoſt intirely 
paſſed at the houſe of Mr. Mordant, to 
whom he had often before made hort 
viſits. Mrs. Maitland had, during 
theſe occaſional. meetings, among the 
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young people, watched with fome anx- 
iety for the appearance of that attach- 
ment which ſhe ſo much wiſhed to ſee 
formed between her eldeſt ſon and his 
fair coufin ; but Sir George never ap- 
peared to take more notice of Juliana 
than of his ſiſter, and ſhe upon all occa- 
fions gave an open and avowed prefer- ; 
ence to Henry, often ſaying, when 
Mrs. Maitland was not by, 'that he had 
a thouſand. times more underſtanding 
and good-nature than George. 

For this opinion the had indeed 
better grounds than mere fancy; Henry 
was the general favorite of their whole 
acquaintance. To a perſon uncom- 
monly handſome, he added an openneſs 
of countenance and eafe of manner, 
which were irreſiſtibly engaging. He 
was more graceful, more active, more 
"gallant, more generous, more every- 
thing that is agreeable in youth, than 
bis aa, 3 ** paſſed through the 


un wer- 
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univerſity with much greater credit, 
where he had formed better connexions, 
having lived in habits of intimacy with 
the firſt characters in the place; whereas 
his brother had ſpent his time merely 
among young men of equal rank with 
himſelf, who, ſatisfied with the certain 
poſſeſſion or expectation of title and 
fortune, troubled themſelves little 
about the acquiſition of that Tearning 


and knowledge, which a century ſince 


were expected to be the effects of a three 
or four years reſidence in a college. 


Sir George, however, was by no means 


pointed out as a blameable character; 
in matters of literature he was upon an 
equality with almoſt every gentleman 


commoner in the univerſity, and was 


reckoned as genteel a man as any in the 
college. 


His perſon was aha ſmaller | 
and more effeminate than that of his 


brother; his features were regular, his 
com- 
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complexion fair and pale, with light 
eyes, fine teeth and good hair. Over 
his whole countenance was caſt an ex- 
preſſion of languid inſenſibility, which 
rarely gave way to the force of anima- 
tion; and, except when in company 
with ſome one whom he particularly 
defired to pleaſe, there was a cold ſtiff- 
neſs in his addreſs which often offended 
thoſe with whom he converſed, and 
gave him an appearance the moſt deſpi- 
cable and diſguſting in a young man, 
namely, that of affectation. Compari- 
ſons were often drawn between him and 
his brother, by others, as well as Ju- 
liana, and always to the advantage of 
the latter, who was generally called 2 
fine, ſenſible, ſpirited young man, while 
; the Baronet was often complimented 
with the appellation of effeminate 
puppy. Such being the different per- 
ſons and characters of the brothers, it 


is not wonderful that the —_ 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be preferred by a girl of fifteen, 
who in that preference conſulted only 
her heart and underſtanding, without 
paying any attention to what the world 
calls prudence, or a regard to rank and 
fortune. The firſt, indeed, - ſhe had 
never been taught to value; and of the 
latter, ſhe thought ſhe already had 
enough: ſo that, greatly as they are 
fought and looked up to by the world, 
they were two things which ſhe had 
never entered in her lift of merits. 
Excluſive of Sir George's other de- 
fects, there were three traits in his cha- 
racter which alone would have pre- 
vented a poſſibility of his ever becoming 
a favorite with our heroine. He paid 
very litcle attention to his mother, and 
was wholly devoid of taſte, either for 
poetry or muſic. Henry, on the con- 
trary, was remarkable for the reverſe of 
theſe three particulars; he loved and 
revered his mother, upon every occa- 
| ſion 
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fion paying her the higheſt, and at the 
fame time the tendereſt reſpect. Of 
muſic he was paſſionately fond, and his 
performance on the harpſichord, which 
he touched in a maſterly ſtyle, and the 
violin, was greatly above mediocrity, 
as were ſeveral little poetical pieces 
Which Juliana had ſeen and admired, 
She was indeed much inclined to ad- 
mire every thing that was done or ſaid 
by her couſin Harry ; he had compoſed 
. ſeveral little airs for her harp, which 
-Mrs. Maitland could not help obſerving 


that ſhe played more frequently, and 


with greater tenderneſs and expreſſion 
than any others. She was fond of con- 
fulting him about her deſigns for draw- 
ing, and never failed to execute any 
that he pointed out with particular at- 
tention and elegance. In their walking 
parties, ſhe always took his arm, ex- 
* cept when Mrs. Maitland made one of 
_—_ — in which caſe he conſtantly 
4 offered 
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offered his aſſiſtance to her. Upon 


ſuch occaſions Sir George would, with _ 


an affected e eee aſk her to 
accept of his, which ſhe would ſome- 
times do for a few minutes, then let it 
go as by accident, and not reſume it 
again; at others ſhe would tell him, 
with a half fatirical ſmile, that ſhe 


would not incommode him, once add- 


ing, that ſhe believed Mary was the 
more able to ſupport her of the two. 


It was with real concern that Mrs. 


| Maitland obſerved the indifference ex- 


_ preſſed by her eldeſt ſon towards his 
_ couſin, and the growing diſlike to him 


which every day appeared to gather 
ſtrength in her. She wondered how 


any young man could be inſenſible to 


the charms of fo lovely, ſenſible and 


accompliſhed a girl as Juliana, and 


could not help fearing that, young as 
he was, ſome improper attachment had 


taken poſſeſſion of his heart; an idea 


which 
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which greatly raiſed her anxiety for his 
future peace and honour, both of which 
ſhe thought more endangered by ſuch a 
circumſtance, than any other that could 
happen at his period of life. Nor was 
ſhe leſs uneaſy on account of her be- 
loved Henry; ſhe too plainly perceived 
that the excellencies of her fair ward 
had their full effect upon his heart; 
that he admired, that he loved her; 
and from the ſincerity and ardor of his 
nature, ſne could not help dreading the 
effects of a diſappointment, which yet 
ſhe could not but defire that he ſhould 
receive. 

In ſpite of the nerfo impartiality ſhe 
wiſhed to preſerve between her children, 
the diſpoſition and manners of her 
youngeſt ſon, ſo every way more pleaſ- 

ing than thoſe of her eldeſt, had inſen- 
ſibly influenced her affections, and, had 
all outward circumſtances been equal, 


me would not have heſitated to wiſh 
Henry | 
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Henry the huſband of Juliana; ; but the 
particular deſire her brother had ex- 


preſſed, that a marriage ſhould take. 
place between the young baronet and- 


his daughter, the juſtice of preventing 
the great loſs of fortune ſhe muſt ſuſtain, 


ſhould the diſappointment of that deſire. 


proceed from her, and the propriety of 
her poſſeſſing a title as ſome return for 


her immenſe wealth, were objects of 
conſiderable weight in the mind of Mrs. 


Maitland, Nor was ſhe wholly without 
concern about the opinion which the 
world might form of her conduct in an 


affair of 8 much delicacy, and feared to 
give it occaſion to ſuppoſe that ſne had 


ſacrificed the intereſt of her niece to 


that of her own family, and, by divid- 


ing her large fortune between them, 


provided for both her ſons, at the ex- 


pence of a perſon left immediately and 
wholly under her care and direction. 
Upon all ele accounts, ſhe did every 

thing 
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thing in her power to prevent the grow 
ing attachment which ſhe perceived, 
often reminding Henry, in way of ge- 
'neral converſation, that his couſin was 
deſtined to be the wife of his brother. 
Upon theſe occaſions, Henry would af- 
fect an indifference that it was but too 
eaſy to perceive was foreign to his feel- 
ings, which, while he ſtrove to ſmile, * 
the change in his countenance would 
plainly declare to be of the moſt painful 
kind. | 

As for Sir a he ſeldom afforded 
her an opportunity of ſpeaking to him 
upon any particular ſubject. During 
his laſt vacations, he was very little at 
Furze-Hill, ſpending moſt of his time 
at the houſes of Lord Harland, Mr. 
Mordant, or ſome other of his nume- 
rous acquaintance; and when he now 
and then favored her with a week's re- 
ſidence at her houſe, the greateſt part 
of bis time was taken up in morning 

rides, 
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Jae, writing letters, reading and dreſ- 
ſing, ſo that ſhe ſeldom ſaw him, except 
at meals, for more than half an hour 
together. When with them, the great- 
eſt part of his converſation was addreſſed 


to his brother, and the ſubjects he ge- 
nerally made choice of were very unin- 
tereſting Oxford anecdotes, or the poli- 


tical news of the day. However, as 
the time of his ſetting out upon his 
travels approached, notwithſtanding the 
care with which he avoided it, Mrs. 
Maitland reſolved to have at leaſt a few 


minutes converſation with him upon a 


ſubject ſo near to her heart. After ſome 
general diſcourſe about his intended 
tour, ſhe ſaid, ſhe hoped his improve- 
ments of every kind would be ſo great 
as to render him worthy the happineſs 
which awaited his-return, in ſuch a wife 


as his lovely couſin ; adding, how for- 


ttunate are you, George, in ſuch pro- 
* What would many young men, 
every 
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every way ſuperior to you, give to en- 
ſure the poſſeſſion of ſuch a treaſure! 
Miſs Maitland will certainly be a. 
treaſure to the fortunate man who ob- 
rains her (anſwered he coldly). I fancy 
mne will be the largeſt fortune in Eng- 
land. I hope, (replied Mrs. Maitland 
-warmly) that no man, who conſiders her 
fortune as the moſt valuable part of his 
-purpoſed acquiſition, will ever obtain 
her! Her perſon, diſpoſition, and un- 
derſtanding, are all in the very firſt claſs 
of excellence, and, excluſive of the 
ſmalleſt attention to fortune, ſufficient 
to render any generous ſenſible man 
happy. She is really very handſome, 
(anſwered Sir George,) and ſings agree- 
'ably. Mrs. Maitland's patience was 
nearly exhauſted :* ſhe caſt upon her ſon 
a look of mixed anger and diſdain, 
And can: you (ſaid ſhe) really diſcover 
no charms in Juliana, ſuperior to thoſe 
you have mentioned? Has her mind, 
3 „ her 
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her temper, her ſweet gracefulneſs of 
manner, no attractions: ? My dear ma- 


dam, (replied he,) have really thought | 
very little about them: if, at my return, 


it is thought neceſſary that I ſhould 
marry Miſs Maitland, and ſhe is willing 
to honour me with her hand, I ſhall be 
ready to comply with my uncle's wiſh ; 
and this is, I think, all that can from 
me be required or expected. 


It was fortunate, for the preſervation 


of friendſhip. between the mother and 
ſon, that the entrance of Henry, Juliana 


and Mary, at that moment put an end 


to the conference. What had paſſed, 
had not only hurt and mortified her, but 


had raiſed her contempt and indignation. 


While ſhe believed that it was Sir 
George's intention to decline a union 
with his couſin, ſhe was grieved for his 
inſenſibility and folly ; but now that ſhe 
perceived his plan, that ſhe found he 
had reſolved, without even a pretence 
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dien or preference, to marry her 
from mere motives of convenience, or, 
by his inſolent indifference, force her to 
reſign the large eſtate which his uncle 


had affigned to him, in caſe of a refuſal 


on her part, grief for his folly was con- 


verted into aer for his meanneſs, 


her heart had almoſt called it villainy; 
and what her heart dictated, her lips 
were about to pronounce, when they 


were cloſed by the appearance of the 


Tweet girl whoſe intended wrongs had 
called forth her indignation. An ex- 
preflive look which ſhe darted at her 
ſon, a look far different from any he 
had ever before ſeen from her, was the 


only anſwer ſhe had an opportunity of 


which could give riſe to it. 


-making him ; and this he received with 


the moſt placid indifference, neither 
appearing ſenſible of her anger, or con- 
ſcious-of any thing 1 in his own conduct 


; Mrs. 
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Mrs. Maitland had intended to pro- 
poſe a correſpondence between Sir 
George, his ſiſter and Juliana, during 
his reſidence abroad ; But ſhe was too 
much diſguſted by what had juſt paſſed 
to put ſuch a deſign into execution: 
ſhe did not even deign to remind him 
of writing to herſelf, but left it to his 
own ſenſe of duty to omit it or not, as 
he ſhould judge moſt proper. 

When the travelling chaiſe drove to 
the door, he took leave of all preſent 
with an equal reſpectful coldneſs, and 
after giving ſome directions to his ſer- 
vant, ſtepped into it with all the care- 
leſs indifference which he could have 
_ expreſſed, had he been to return at the 
concluſion of a few hours, neither ap- 
pearing to feel pleaſure in the idea of 

his intended tour, or regret at quitting 
ſuch near friends. Indeed, he had 
| cholen to leave Furze-Hill at leaſt a 
week before ſuch a ſtep was neceſſary 

Vol. I. We © —— 
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to his embarkation, having, as he told 
his mother, promiſed to ſpend the few 
laſt days of his Mel in yt: with 
the 1 


5 IA 59 
END OF VOL. I 
: * ; 


— 8 


Juſt Publiſhed, 


An InsgruUucTtive Work, 


In Two Volumes 12mo. Price 6s. ſewed, 
«PARENTAL MONITOR. 
| By Mrs. B ON HO T E. 


Containing REFLECTIONS for the Cox Dur of 
YouTH. 


Illuſtrated with Examples from Hiſtory, Anec- 
dotes from Life, Alluſive Fables, Select Poetry, &c. 


The whole forming a Syſtem for Happineſs 
| | through Life. | 3 


«© Theſe elegant little Volumes, the produc- 
tions of anxious maternal tenderneſs, are pro- 
perly taken from the ſecluded circle for which 
they were originally deſigned, and given to the 
world, We have looked over them with ſome 
care, without finding- any thing to reprehend 
either in the language or the obſervations. The 
former is neat and perſpicuous, without a la- 
boured refinement; the latter are pointedly uſe- 
ful, and ſtrictly moral. The Monitor conſiſts of 
Select Eſſays, which are rather rules of Conduct, 
artfully connected under the form of General 

Obſervations, of Poetry of various kinds, of 
Fables and Adventures. We commend the neat- 

neſs of our Author's language, and the ſound 
good ſenſe of her precepts, &c. &.“ 
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Alſo by the ſame Auron, 
An APPROVED NOVEL, 
| In Three Volumes, Tue Price 75. 6d. ſewed, 
IL I V 1 4A; 
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DESERTED BRIDE. 
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HoRTENSIA, FASHIONABLE FRIEND, and the 


RAMBLES of FRANKLY, 


This Novel. is the production of a Lady who has 


given repeated proofs of her ability in this ſpecies of 


literary compoſition. * On the preſent, as on former oc- 
caſions, ſhe deviates from the common tract of noveliſts 


in continuing the hiſtory beyond the period of marriage, 


a2 practice which is not only extremely proper, as ex- 
tending the bounds of invention, but as conducting the 
reader into ſcenes of life the moſt important to domeſſic 


happineſs,” and where ſalutary precepts can never be 


too much enforced by the power of virtuous example. 
© This Novel abounds with juſt repreſentations of 


nature, with ſurpriſing ancidents and ſudden viciſſitudes 


of fortune, the characters virtuous and amiable.” 
This Story is in a conſiderable degree 1mterefling to 
the reader.” 3 ENGLISH EFEr VIEW. 


The modeſt merit diſplayed, and the generai tenor 


of theſe Volumes, will ſupport the mind under the 


greateſt misfortunes; the ſtrict cauſe of virtue is well 


Preſerved.” 5 JA BO-n211CAL REVIEW, 
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